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EPISODE 174: APRIL FOOL’S IS NO LAUGHING MATTER 

by
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ACT ONE

FADE IN:
EXT. STOOP HOME/MORNING – ESTABLISHING SHOT
INT. STOOP HOME/PARENT’S BEDROOM - MORNING
Kara is awakened by her alarm clock; she quickly realizes its April the first and leaps out of bed.

KARA
Oh no! OH NO!!

Kara runs into the kids’ bedroom to wake them up.

KARA
Kids, wake up its April 1st! We gotta destroy everything that has that date on it before your father wakes up!

The kids tear up entire pages of April from calendars, leaving March displayed as the new month on the calendar. Daniel wakes up yawning and stretching in bed and puts on his house shoes to get out of bed. Meanwhile back downstairs, Kara and the kids throw the
April parts of the calendar to their dog Scooter who chews and shreds them apart. Daniel is in his bathroom brushing his teeth, gargling, and shaving which he cuts himself doing.

DANIEL
Ow!

Kara and the kids destroy their cellphones, clocks that display dates, their desktop and laptops and an iPad2; Daniel is debating between wearing his blue or black police uniform. Kara and the kids continue destroying everything that’s showing April 1st when Daniel comes downstairs to the kitchen.

DANIEL
Morning family!

FAMILY
(LOOKING NERVOUS) Morning!

DEAN
How is your morning turning out to be on this fine Saturday, March 31st?

DANIEL
Good, why don’t you all sit down and I’ll fix breakfast.

MELODY
Aw, that’s so nice of you dad.

The family sits down not knowing they’re sitting on whoopee cushions.


DANIEL
(LAUGHING) APRIL FOOLS!!!! (LAUGHS HARDER)

The family grunts in annoyance.

DEAN
Aw crap, he was already a step ahead of us!

DANIEL
You bet your gullible butts I am! Ah, April 1st is just like Christmas is to the little children for me. I have the perfect excuse to pull practical jokes all day long (LAUGHS)

ANA
That is not funny, were so sick of these stupid, dumb jokes and gags you pull on us every year.

KARA
I agree with Ana, for once, can we pretend that April 1st is nothing but April 1st?

DANIEL
(SIGHS) I guess so. You know what, on a serious note I think I really should make breakfast to show how truly sorry I am. Here, have some orange juice while you wait.

The family drinks their orange juice which spills out on the side getting their shirts wet.

DANIEL
(BURSTS OUT LAUGHING) APRIL FOOLS!! WOW THE SAME TRICK TWO IN A ROW! You guys are way too easy! Ah man I kill myself.

ANA
(MUMBLES) You won’t have to, I’ll do it myself!

Ana leaps up from the kitchen table when suddenly Melody hits her on the head with the newspaper.


MELODY
Sit. 

Melody pats Ana on the head as she sits back down.


MELODY (CONTINUED)
Good girl.

Ana angrily glares at Melody.

INT. STOOP HOME/UPSTAIRS HALLWAY – LATER
The kids are having a meeting in the middle of the hallway.


JASON
Guys, I called this meeting to discuss Operation: PAYBACK. Dad has pulled his last prank on us once and for all. Here’s a copy of my prefect prank.

Dean, Ana, and Melody read over the prank with concerning looks on their faces.


DEAN 
Uh, don’t you think this plan is a little too “extreme”?

ANA
Yeah, I’m all for steps 1 and 2, but steps 3, 4, and 5 might be going too far. 


JASON
Dad will bounce back from it, he’s a trooper.

MELODY
Actually, I would have to disagree. We wanna get dad back, not kill him. If we proceed with a plan this elaborate we could potentially harm him.

JASON
You’re all being punks. Think about all times dad has punked us and you wish you had your revenge? Go ahead, think about it.

CUT TO:

FLASHBACK MONTAGE – APRIL FOOLS DAY/LAST YEAR
-Dean opens a peanut butter jar that lets out real snakes which attack Dean in the face.
-Melody rings the doorbell causing the sprinklers to go off getting her soaking wet.
-Ana goes to eat a slice of pizza and lands into a net pulling her up to the ceiling.
-Rodney is startled by a loud horn giving him a heart attack.

END FLASHBACK/MONTAGE
RODNEY
Ooo! I can’t wait to get back at my son! That heartattack almost killed me but I got the upperhand when they gave me the static shocks!

DEAN
Grandpa, when did you come in?

RODNEY
I don’t know, I was supposed to be in the kitchen. (PAUSES; BLANK LOOK ON FACE, WALKS OUT CONFUSED)

JASON
Anyways...Are you guys in or out?

Dean, Ana, and Melody agree to the plan.

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – ONE HOUR LATER
Kara is dusting off trophies on the mantelpiece when Jason asks her something.

Jason
Mom, have you seen Melody, Dean, and Ana around?


Kara
Oh, they left for the movies not too long ago.

Jason
(THINKING TO HIMSELF) The movies? Crap! They chickened out on me at the last minute! Who needs them, I worked too hard and long on this plan for it to go to waste. As soon as dad walks through that door it’s on!

Daniel
I forgot to bring my lunch to work with me today.

Jason
Oh before you leave again, can you do me a favor and stand on that red x then pull down on the string hanging down in front of it?

Daniel
(LAUGHING; PRETENDING TO FALL FOR THE TRICK) OK, I’ll stand on the red x and pull the string. (LAUGHS AGAIN)
Daniel pulls on the string multiple times, but nothing happens.



Daniel
Uh son, I’m giving you a chance to prank me and nothing’s happening.

Jason
It can’t be broken, I tested it earlier.

Jason also pulls on the string multiple times, eventually green slime falls on Jason’s head.

Daniel
(LAUGHING) APRIL FOOL’S on yourself! (LAUGHS HARDER)

Jason soon joins into the laugh looking sinister as he does so because as it turns out that Daniel has fallen for a larger portion of Jason’s prank than he thought. Jason has set up a Rube Goldberg contraction where a toy car rolls into stacked Dominoes, the last domino to fall hits a mouse trap leaping a tiny ball into the air rolling down a xylophone playing a tune on top of a mantelpiece. The ball then hits a lit candle which burns the blinds hanging from a window and a pair of strings holding up a bucket of water putting out the fire, the pole of the blinds hit a light switch that turns a large mirror to an angle toward the window where the blinds were burnt and torn down. Lastly, the different sun angles bounce around the living room finally landing into Daniel’s eyes causing him to fall to his knees in agonizing pain. Jason continues to laugh.

Jason
APRIL FOOL’S DAD! I finally got you! (LAUGHS; SLOWLY FADES INTO CONCERN) Dad?
INT. KANSAS CITY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL/ICU – LATER

Kara
What’s wrong with Daniel Dr. Carver?

Dr. Carver
I’m afraid I have some bad news...Your husband...is blind.

The family gasps.

Daniel
I am not blind, I can see everyone. Come here my wife!

He grabs Dr. Carver and starts rubbing his head.

Daniel
Hmm, I didn’t know you were bald headed Kara.

Dr. Carver
I’m afraid that on the latest tests, your husband is suffering from Eye Cancer, he’ll be dead within the next 12 hours. Now, I know this is a shock and when it comes to Mr. Stoop, there are signs you should look for such as denial.

Daniel
I am not going to die, I will get better.

Dr. Carver
Anger.

Daniel
(TALKING TO DR. CARVER) I swear to God I’ll kill you if you don’t make me BETTER!

Dr. Carver
Depression.

Daniel
(SOBBING) Oh my word, I’m going to die blind! (SOBBING MORE)

Dr. Carver
Bargaining.

Daniel
If you cure me, I’ll make it worth your while!

Dr. Carver
And lastly, Acceptance.
Daniel
Well, we all gotta live and we all gotta die sometime. Might as well face the music I guess.

EXT. STOOP HOME/FONRT PORCH – LATER
Outside of the front door, Daniel and Kara can be heard talking to eachother.

Kara
Daniel, just let one of us open the door for you.

Daniel 
No, if I’m gonna die as a blind person I need to cope with it the best way I can.

Ana
Daddy, we don’t mind opening the door for you.

Daniel
Pumpkin, I don’t want to hear another word about this, I don’t need special treatment, I will be fine. We’ll sit and talk this through as soon as I find the doorknob. Now where is that pesky thing?



A thumping is heard then suddenly Daniel crashes through the living room window.

Daniel
Wow, those door hinges need some serious oiling.

Dean
Thanks Jace, now we got a blind dying dad because of your stupid prank.

Jason
I didn’t believe it would be this bad. 

Melody
We warned you it was a dangerous prank. We should rat you out to dad so he can kill you along with him.

Kara
Now honeybunny, I want you to take it easy for the remaining hours of your life. No ifs, ands, or buts about it.

Daniel
I’m sorry sugarbear, but I can’t. I need to go back to work to provide for this family for the next 10 hours. See you all again by 10.
Daniel is trying to use his blind cane to get to the front door, but he’s swinging it wildly knocking over objects in the room and nearly hitting the family. He also trips over a lampshade and assumes their dog Scooter is attacking him.

Daniel
HELP! Scooter’s attacking me! Ahh! Ahh!

Scooter the dog comes up to Daniel with his leg in the air as if he’s about to urinate on him.

INT. DANIEL’S POLICE CRUISER – NEXT DAY
Daniel’s P.O.V – While humming a tune, he is zig sagging across the road running over objects and people. Daniel finally stops once he crashes into a driver’s car.

Driver
What the...?

Daniel exits his car with his blind cane tapping around to get to the driver’s car.

Daniel
Ah, there you are!

Daniel is disfiguring the driver’s face with his hands.

Driver
Is there something wrong officer?
Daniel
As a matter of fact there is. You have a broken taillight and you ran a red light. 

Driver
How did I run a red light? I’m parked in front of a meter and my taillight is broken because you crashed into it.

Daniel
You can come up with any excuse you want you’re still getting a ticket.

Driver
A ticket? I was parked here THE WHOLE TIME! I never committed a crime!

Daniel
Uh huh, explain that to the car damage as evidence.

Driver
You policeman paycheck will be paying to fix the bookend of my car.


Daniel
On the contrary sir, you’ll be paying to fix my police car.

Driver
(SUCKING HIS TEETH) I’m outta here. (HE QUICKLY DRIVES OFF)

Daniel
HEY! Stop you criminal I can’t visibly identify! Gotta find my car! Gotta find my car!

Daniel accidently falls into an open pothole in the street.

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – ONE HOUR LATER

Melody
(SIGHS) Oh no, dad is coming back home soon.

Ana
How do you know?

A loud crash is heard and a car alarm is going off.

Melody
That’s how I know.
Kara
Oh sweetie, work didn’t go too well today?

Daniel
NO! It sucked. I thought I could spend my last hours like a typical day eventhough I’m blind, but I just can’t do it. I’m gonna go upstairs to the bedroom alone to...

Daniel bursts into tears, tries to run upstairs, but he can’t stop running into walls and objects until Kara guides him to the stairs. He continues to cry as he runs up the stairs.

MONTAGE – DANIEL’S STAGES OF GRIEF/DEPRESSION
-Daniel while sobbing picks up rubbing alcohol thinking it’s Vodka and throws up.
-Daniel chews on what he thinks is a hotdog, but it’s Scooter’s tail, Scooter farts and Daniel once again throws up.
-Daniel takes a shower to clean himself.
Daniel breaks down into sobbing tears again falling to the shower floor rocking back and forth in the fetal position.


Scooter the dog enters the shower with Daniel while barking.

Daniel
Not now Scooter, I need time to grieve in peace.

As he did earlier, Scooter lifts one of his back legs as if he’s about to urinate on Daniel in the shower.


INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – ONE HOUR LATER

Kara
Are you feeling any better Daniel?

Daniel
I wasn’t at first, but after taking a shower for an hour and thinking about committing suicide by drowning myself, I had a death wish. What if I have my funeral right now? You know to see how much people really care about me.

Kara
Hmm, a fake funeral? I don’t know that’s pretty sudden and last minute.

Daniel
Nonsense. You’re an innovative woman if anyone can pull this off it’s you.

Kara
Where are you off to now?

Daniel
To change into my spiffiest tux! See you in 30!
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM/FUNERAL – LATER
A string of Daniel’s friends and neighbors arrive. Farrah also shows up as Kara is about to close the door.

Farrah
Is it too late? Did you bury the ape already?

Kara
No, the funeral is just starting.

Farrah
Oh goodie, I couldn’t afford to miss this. There’s only two I look forward to in life: Sexy orgy parties and your husband dropping dead. Right now there’s no parties of the sort on the schedule!

Kara
I wish you didn’t have to be this mean spirited and hateful towards my husband and F.Y.I, he’s not dead yet he planned a pre-funeral to see how many people would care to seem him once he passed.




Farrah
(DISAPPOINTED) Not dead? Ah DAMN! I traveled halfway across the country for a phony funeral? Well I just spent $400 on this bottle of Champagne to celebrate his demise and I’m sure as hell am not gonna let it go to waste. 

Farrah pops open the bottle of Champagne.

Farrah (CONTINUED)
Let’s get this show on the road! 

Farrah starts drinking straight from the bottle. 

INT. FUNERAL CEREMONY – LATER
Everyone at the funeral is crying except the Stoop children and Farrah.

Dean
Wow, either these people are serious broken up or they can act well. You would think dad was dead forreal right now.

Jason
Yeah right...


Melody
Yeah right? What is that supposed to mean?

Jason
Nothing, nothing at all.

Ana
Hmm, I don’t see anywhere on the obituary that this is a pretend funeral. Jason when you printed these out you didn’t forget to mention that did you?

Jason nervously laughs as he walks away.

Dean
The goofball forgot.

Melody
I can’t believe this, everyone here actually thinks dad is dead right now.

Rev. Peters
(CLEARING HIS THROAT) We are gathered here to celebrate and honor the life and death of a wonderful man, Daniel Kennedy Stoop. Is there anyone who would like to say a few words?
Dexter
We would.

DISSOLVE TO A FEW MINUTES LATER

Jeremy
It’s hard to believe you’re gone and only 32 years old. We’ve been best buds since 6th grade and have bonded like blood brothers. I’m gonna miss ya man.

Harvey
Eventhough you used to be a bully to me, dunking my head in toilets, locking me in my locker, hiding my school clothes in the girls’ locker room after gym. Overtime you became a really good friend and a bodyguard at work. Since you’ve been there, the big swollen cops don’t steal my wallet anymore. I’m gonna miss that. (TEARS UP)

Dexter
Uh I ain’t much for dem sob stories or dem speeches, but uh I guess all I can say is...It’s not the end, it’s only the beginning me friend, (BREAKING DOWN INTO TEARS) It’s...not...the...end! Ah crap, I said I wouldn’t do this. Drink up buddy. 
Dexter places a six pack of beer into Daniel’s coffin. Rodney comes up to the podium to speak.

Rodney
(CLEARS THROAT; MICROPHONE SQUEAKS) Ok, It’s weird to think my son is dead before me, but then again he did throw me into a home so maybe that was God’s way of punishing him. I’m not too sad, but looking at you guys I guess you are so...yeah...that’s about it.

Rodney leaves the podium and is hit in the head by Daniel’s blind stick; Rodney looks confused.

Rev. Peters
Next, Norman will serenade us with a hymn of “Amazing Gra...”

Farrah
Wait! I got somethin’ to say. (DRUNK; TRIPPING AND STUMBLING)

Kara
(PULLING FARRAH SAIDE) Please don’t say anything regretful.

Farrah
Oh I won’t. I know everyone is sad and grieving over this “ape” laying in this cheap casket, but the truth is he’s nothing but an immoral, rude, stubborn o’l jackass! And on top of that he...
Daniel chokes Farrah from his coffin, no one can see him strangling her because he’s hiding behind her choking her from behind.

Dean
Shouldn’t we stop him?

Kara
I would, but this time around she was asking for it.

Norman
Well now that Farrah is...sleeping I guess I’ll sing my song.

Norman starts off singing “Amazing Grace” when Daniel does the same thing he did to Farrah to Norman, but this time he’s seen by everyone.

Daniel
What’s wrong with you people? Why would you let the three worse people in the world I hate the most speak or attempt to sing on my behalf? If I was really dead I would be very disappointed.

Some folks pass out from shock.

Dexter
You means to tell me this whole funeral was a hoax? I shut down my bar fo dis?! I ain’t makings me profits and I ams pissed about it!
Everyone who attended the funeral storms out in anger.

Daniel
Where are you going?

Jeremy 
Home.

Dexter
Call us when the S.O.B. actually dies or is minutes away from being pulled off of life support. (SLAMS FRONT DOOR)

Kara breaks down crying.

Dean
What’s wrong mom?

Kara
(CRYING) Everything! In a couple of hours, your father will be dead from that eye cancer. He’ll never see you kids graduate high school, go to college or start your own families. It’s not fair he gets to leave us like this!


Daniel
Now you listen here Kara (FALLS CLIMBING OUT OF COFFIN) I was ready and willing to accept death, but now that I realize what I’ll be leaving behind I’m gonna fight this to the finish! Daniel Kennedy Stoop is NOT going to die!

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – TWO HOURS LATER
Daniel is lying on his deathbed looking very ill and on the brink of death.

Daniel
(COUGHING) Kids, come next to daddy. Well daddy is about to go on to another place soon. He’s gonna miss you all very much once he’s gone.

Ana
Oh papa. (CRAYING; HUGGING DANIEL)

Melody and Dean also hug Daniel.

Daniel
Where’s Jason, I need to talk to him.

Jason
I don’t want to.
Kara
Why not?

Jason
Because I can’t face what I did to him. It’s my fault that dad went blind and is dying of eye cancer. I didn’t mean to hurt him for all the times he’s gotten us on April Fools. I’m sorry, I’m really sorry. (CRYING)

Daniel
It’s ok son, I forgive...(PASSES OUT)

Jason
Dad, dad? He’s gone. It’s a shame because it means he won’t be able to hear me tell him...APRIL FOOLS! (BLOWS HORN IN DANIEL’S EAR)

Daniel
What the...? I’m still alive?

Melody
You weren’t going to die dad. This was all a practical joke concocted by us all including Dr. Carver.

Daniel
So I’m not dying of eye cancer?

Dean
Not at all.

Daniel
So why am I blind?

Dr. Carver
(LAUGHING) I can explain that one. See, you were temporarily blinded by the light, but since you left the hospital you have been wearing contacts that gave you the illusion of being permanently blind. You’re healthy as a horse.

Daniel
The trick is on you all. I knew the whole time.

Jason
Admit it dad, we finally pranked you. The King of Pranks has finally been dethroned.



Daniel
Alright you all got me. I’m willing to be the bigger person and admit it. How about we eat some pie to celebrate?

Ana
(LAUGHING) Nice try, but were not falling for that whole pie explosion trick.

Daniel
There’s nothing wrong with that pie. (CUTS A SLICE AND EATS IT)

The family gets ready to cut their slices when the pie explodes in their faces.

Daniel
(Laughing) APRIL FOOLS!!!! (LAUGHS HARDER) I still got it.

FADE OUT:

THE END
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