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by
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ACT ONE

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – AFTERNOON
Daniel is in the living room working to repair the HDTV.

Daniel
(FRUSTRATED) Stupid TV! It’s broken again! (He starts working on fixing the wires in the back of the HDTV)

Kara
Why don’t you just buy a new TV? It would be much easier than to keep trying to fix that cheap thing.

Daniel
This TV isn’t cheap, it was very expensive.

Kara
(SARCASTIC) Yeah, $60 from a garage sale can really put a dent in your wallet.

Daniel
Whatever, I think I know how to rewire a TV. I’m a man; it’s in our DNA to know how to fix things. 
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Suddenly Daniel is electrocuted which causes the power in the entire house to flicker on and off. His hair is also standing upwards into the air with his face looking black from the smoke sparked from the TV.

Daniel (CONTINUED)
 Whoa! What the heck was that all about?

Rodney
Can somebody tell me where in Bloody Mary is my diaper with the blue stain that’s shaped like a penguin? I wanna throw it at the UPS guy’s face when he stops by. (CONFUSED) Who’s the black guy?

Daniel
It’s me dad, I just electrocuted myself.

Rodney
Oh, well…. keep at it son maybe you’ll get accepted by black people for effort eventually.

The kids come in looking upset.

Kara
What’s wrong with you guys?
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Jason
We have to do some lame project on a family tree and present it to the class next week.

Daniel
That’s a dumb project. Why don’t they give you something better to research on projects like why dog fighting can be bad, but fun, or why people on trial for murder shouldn’t be allowed to constantly play the Insane defense, or why former porn stars, janitors, and minimum waged workers in sleazy fast food places always get the better roles in hit movies?

 The doorbells rings and Jason goes to answer it.

Dennis
Did you eat my fries when I went to get my milk at lunch today?

Jason
Uh….no.

Dennis punches Jason in the stomach.

Dennis
That’s for lying to me you liar. Hello Mrs. Stoop.

Kara
Hello Dennis, how’s your mother been?
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Dennis
Oh fine, DNA testing proved she didn’t gouge my uncle’s eyes out with a Sharpie. She’s up for parole in a few weeks.

Daniel
(TALKING TO KARA) What a nice kid he is.

Melody
I for one think it’s an interesting project. It’ll be nice to learn about some of our ancestors. Hopefully most of them aren’t stone cold drunks like granddad is.

Rodney
I don’t get that drunk.

Dean
You had your stomach pumped three times when you got wasted at the St. Patrick’s Parade last year.

Rodney
That doesn’t count; it’s an obligation to get drunk on holidays like that.

Daniel
Ooo! ooo! I just thought of another one: Elderly Boxing! It’s funny because they’re useless! No offense dad.
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Rodney
(Annoyed) Ah, go to hell.

Ana
Is there anything you can tell us about your side of the family mom?

Kara
Sure, I think I can think of some prominent people in our family…….

Everything goes silent for a few seconds.

Kara
Ok, I lied. We only have prison snitches, slave masters, and passionate Hitler followers. (Looking disappointed) I’m sorry I wasted your time.

Dean
Well that leaves you again grandpa. You have decent people somewhere on your side of the family don’t you?

Rodney
Sorry, it’s the same story except I did have a few uncles that were involved in the J.F.K conspiracy. Let’s just say they were bodyguards that didn’t mind “turning the other way” once the first gunshot went off into Governor John Connally. Wink, Wink.
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INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – NEXT DAY
Kara comes through the front door looking exhausted. 

Kara
Whew! The neighborhoods I’m catering these cakes to are getting weirder and weirder. Do you know the guy I delivered to today is allergic to strawberries, yet he ordered a strawberry cake?

Daniel
(Distracted) Yeah, that’s fascinating.

Kara
Are you ok? Is something bothering you sweetie?

Daniel
Yeah, there is. I’ve been looking through all these family albums from me and my dad’s old house and I haven’t found any pictures of my mom in here.

Kara
Hmm, that’s strange.

Daniel
I know. You would think there would be at least one picture.
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Kara
No, I mean it’s strange that I have never heard you mention or ever met your mother before.

Daniel
She died when I was four. It’s amazing to me that there’s no trace of my mother in these photo albums, but dad has a million stories of all the sluts he’s cheated on mom with when they were married.

Kara
Have you ever asked Rodney about why he doesn’t have any pictures of your mother in these photo albums?

Daniel
I have, but he always acts like she never existed. Watch this. Hey dad, what was mom like before she died?

Rodney
Don’t you ever mention that harlot in your life again!

Daniel
Why won’t you…

Rodney
La! La! La! La! I’m not listening to you!!! La! La! La! La!
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Kara
He’s definitely hiding something big….

Daniel
Yep…..I bet he’s the one who stole and sold my Super Nintendo Entertainment System console when I was 10 years old for that box of Cuban Cigars!

Kara
(Sighs) Stay with me honeybunny. What I meant was he’s keeping some kind of secret about your mother from you that he doesn’t want you to know.

Daniel
Let’s beat em’ up and tie em’ up until he tells us the truth!

Kara
Ok, do you have any rope?

Daniel
And then we can…say what?!

Kara
We aren’t going to beat the crap out of him because Rodney is a very manipulative old man and he can convince any judge to haul our asses off to jail for elderly abuse, but we can force him to tell us the truth if we tie him up so he can’t run away from us.
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Daniel
I know just how to make sure he willingly lets us tie him up.

Kara
We’re not using any weapons to threaten him.

Daniel
Damn. I can’t even pistol whip him?

Kara looks at Daniel with a stern look.

Daniel
(Annoyed, subtle tone) Fine, but if your way fails, we water board him.

INT. STOOP HOME
EXT. BACKYARD - LATER
Rodney is relaxing in a hammet daydreaming.

Rodney
(Daydreaming) Oh Jane Fonda, you might be the female Benedict Arnold of America, but if those legs could talk they would say, “Hey Sexy, TAKE ME FOR A RIDE NOW!” What the…?!
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Daniel and Kara dressed and disguised in black place a bag over Rodney’s face and carry him into the living room. He’s tied up to a chair once they take the bag off his face.

Rodney
(Confused) what in blazes?!

Daniel
Be quiet dust balls and say goodbye.

Daniel is pointing what looks to be real gun at Rodney’s face, he pulls the trigger and water squirts Rodney in the face

Daniel
It’s me dad, I was just screwin’ around with ya.

Rodney
(Still confused) Have you gone off your rocket boy?

Daniel
No, this was all apart of our master plan to get you to confess up to your secret.

Kara
I didn’t agree to the water gun idea either.
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Rodney
Will one of you loose cannons explain to me what the heck ya’ll are blabbing about?

Daniel
I want you to start telling me the truth about mom.

The kids walk through the front door and see Daniel holding the water gun in his hand.

Melody
Oh my God! Dad’s gonna kill grandpa!!

Dean
Hmm, why would dad wanna kill grandpa? Ah ha of course life insurance money! Not a bad plan, but how much are we gonna hustle out of this?

Ana
Dude! How can you say such a thing!

Jason
Ana, He’s 68, let’s face it his days are numbered.

Kara
Your dad isn’t gonna kill your grandfather.
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Jason
Your wimping out because of mom aren’t you? (Sighs) I’m very disappointed in you Daniel. I thought you cared enough about your family to slaughter your own father so we can be livin’ a life of luxury. I wonder if mom’s parents “accidently” perish at sea how many rights you think we’ll get to their oil company.

Kara
First of all, were not killing anybody, second of all this gun is a water gun and plus the only life insurance policy your grandfather has is a $10 gift card to McDonald’s.

Rodney
I got that through a pre-nup and a fist fight with the lawyer your mom and I were seeing.

Daniel
I’ve had enough of this. Start talkin’ about why you’re keeping mom and her past a secret from me?

Rodney
I’m not sayin’ a word.

Kara grabs Rodney by his nipples and start twisting until he starts talking.
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Rodney
Ok! I’ll talk! I’ll talk! (Sighs) I guess I should start from the one lie I have been feeding you for 28 years. Your mother isn’t dead.

The family gasps.

Rodney
That’s right. Your mother didn’t die in that avalanche of exploding mattresses at the Serta Mattress factory. She’s in the Witness Protection Program.

Daniel
Witness Protection Program? Why? How?

Rodney
Alright blabbermouth, one question at a time, to start off we have to go back to the techno 80’s. That God-awful Disco was finally dead, Nerd movies were a big hit, and we were all hoping for a simpler and kindler America where families were a lot like the Cosby’s and a lot less like the Bundy’s.

Scene goes to a flashback of the year 1984 at Daniel’s childhood home, the song “Take On Me” by A-ha (A hit song from that same year) is playing in the background.



14
Daniel
(As a 4 year old) Mommy, daddy I’m gonna marry my best friend Kara and then were gonna make babies and then were gonna live happily ever after!

Rodney
No son, you have it all wrong. Your gonna knock up your best friend, then your gonna get married out of pity weblock and then your gonna live a life of misery, failure, and depression. Start lookin’ forward to it. (Continues reading his newspaper)

Daniel walks away with his head down with tears falling from his face.

Daniel’s mom
How can you be so cruel to talk to your son that way? He’s only four years old.

Rodney
The sooner he learns to stop living these pointless fantasies you drug into his head, the better off he’ll be.

Daniel’s mom
You know, I have learned to accept the fact that there’s nothing left in our marriage. The only reason I chose not to divorce your lousy, no good, cheating, booty call hunting butt is because of Daniel. 

(Continued)
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Daniel’s mom (Continued)
I’m trying to make this work as best as I can, but I just don’t have the time or patience to do it anymore. I have to go to work, but when I come back home, I’m taking Daniel and our things back to Arkansas. If you take the time to give a crap about us for even a second write us a letter.

She walks out the living room and slams the door behind her.

Daniel 
(Sniffing after crying)Mommy, does daddy hate me?

Daniel’s mom
Oh no sweetheart, he’s just a little cranky at times and he has a hard time learning how to relieve his stress. Oh, it’s 9 o’ clock, time for bed.

Daniel
Can you read me a bedtime story mommy?

Daniel’s mom
Sure. Once upon a time, there were three little pigs and one day one of the little piggys decided to build a house out of straws. Then suddenly a big, bad wolf came and said to the little piggy, “Come out, come out little piggy or I’ll blow your house down!” Then the little piggy said, “Not by the hairs on my chinny, chin, chin!” (Tickles Daniel’s chin and Daniel giggles) Then the big bad wolf said, “Then I’ll huff, and I’ll puff, and I’ll blow your house down!” (Blows on his stomach making Daniel laugh)
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Scene cuts to a few minutes later as Daniel is asleep in bed and his mother is watching over him as she walks out the door.

Rodney
(Narrating)Your mother was a part time journalist, always digging into the corruption of politics and the “man”.

Daniel’s mom is spying on two politicians who seem to be making some kind of an agreement.

Politician #1
Once we bug every house in this town, we’ll be able to find those communists who fled from the Vietnam War and haul em’ off to prison where they belong.

Politician #2
Sounds like a plan to me, but aren’t you worried we might get caught?

Politician #1
Please, us getting caught will be like a black man becoming president and we know that will never happen in a million years.

They both evilly laugh at politician #1’s comment
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Daniel’s mom
Oh my God, they’re planning to pull another Watergate scandal! I gotta inform my colleagues at the newspaper about this.

Judith stops her tape recorder, snaps a picture and trips over a trashcan while leaving. The two politicians hear the noise.

Politician #1
What was that? Who’s there?

Daniel’s mom starts to run away before the two politicians find her, but she ends up running right into one of them.

Politician #1
Going somewhere?

Daniel’s mom
How did you……?

Daniel’s mom notices a large mirror showing her reflection which gave her away to the two politicians.

Daniel’s mom
(Mild, subtle tone) Oh. Ok, if you two just let me leave, I can pretend like I heard nothing and we can forget this ever happened.
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Politician #1
No, it doesn’t work that way. You’re gonna have to disappear.

Daniel’s mom
So you’re gonna let me go, no strings attached?

The two politicians laugh as well as Daniel’s mom.

Politician #2
No, as in permanently.

One of the politicians pulls out a gun and a gunshot goes off. The flashback ends and the scene goes back to the Stoop’s living room.

Rodney
It wasn’t until days later after calling the cops to report your mother missing that the feds informed me that they had your mother in custody for her own protection from those crooked politicians.

Daniel
If she’s been in the witness protection program all these years then who did we bury at the funeral?
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Rodney
Your pet dog I ran over with our car about 3 days before. Thank god for good timing. I was afraid I was gonna have to tell the hospital to pull the plug on your aunt so I could throw her in the coffin instead.

Melody
This is like a soap opera happening right before our eyes. This has got to go into our family tree project! (Writes in notebook)

Ana
(Talking to Melody) You have a serious addiction to being a nerd don’t you?

Daniel has a blank expression on his face.

Kara
Sweetheart, are you feeling ok?

Daniel
No! I don’t feel ok; I just found out that my dad has been cowardly lying to my face for the past 28 years about what really happened to my mother. This is too much.

Kara
Where are you going?
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Daniel
Out. (Slams front door; leaves out) Stupid dad and his stupid lies and his stupid……something else I’m too p’d off to think of right now!

Daniel being distracted while walking bumps into a lady knocking her down.

Lady
(Daniel’s mom/Judith) Will you watch where you’re going? I could have fallen onto the pavement and fractured my hip again.

Daniel stares at the lady and soon realizes that she looks familiar.

Daniel
Mom?

Daniel’s mom
Daniel?

Daniel and his mom give each other a hug.

Daniel’s mom (Judith)
Oh, it’s so good to see my sweet pea again! Did you fall in some water?
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Daniel
No, I was so excited I accidently peed on myself.

They stare at each other for a couple of seconds and soon start to hug each other again.

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – LATER

Daniel
Kids, I want you to meet my long, lost mother, your grandmother Judith.

Judith 
(Gasps)Your children are so precious.

Daniel
Here’s my wife of 15 years Kara.

Judith
It’s nice to finally meet the woman my son has been friends with since he was four and is happily married to.

Kara
It’s nice to meet you too Mrs…
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Judith
You can call me Judith or Judy, whatever works.

Rodney
(Sarcastic tone)Is anyone gonna introduce me?

Judith
No, I remember my drunk-induced, careless bastard husband.

Rodney
I see you haven’t changed from the bitterly cold hag you were when you disappeared.

Judith
I’m no more of a hag than those hussies you galloped up and down on before I left. I’m glad I was lucky enough to get a divorce with the help of a lawyer before I went into hiding.

Rodney
You divorced me without my consent?

Judith
I sure did! It was the best decision I even made. I met a wonderful man after I left the Witness Protection Program. He’s nice, he’s genuine and honest, and he knows how to cuddle a woman, unlike you when the only time we made love was once every leap year!!!!
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Rodney
Why waste my time; I would have to swim through your waves of wrinkles just to get to the good parts of you.

The family gasps.

Dean
Oh no he didn’t!

Judith
(ANGRY) Oooo! You dirty, callus, son of a…

Daniel
(INTERRUPTING JUDITH) Hey! Anybody wanna ask ma anymore questions or leave the house for about the next 28 years? Like maybe dad would wanna volunteer?

Jason
I got a question for g’ma. Did those punk politicians really take a shot at you?

Melody
How many aliases did you live by while in the Witness Protection Program?
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Ana
Did you get a chance to shot back at them?

Dean
What were the clothes like back then?

Judith
Yes, 12, no, and totally awesome.

Stoop Children
Wow!

Jason
I hope someday someone takes a shot at me for doing my job.

Melody
We share the same dream bro.

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – A WEEK LATER
Daniel is watching a basketball game on TV with Dean and Jason.

Judith
Boys, I’m making chocolate chip peanut butter cookies.
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Daniel
Hey my favorite!

Judith
I know, that’s why I’m making a special batch of them for my sweetie pie.

Judith blows on Daniel’s stomach and makes Daniel laugh.

Daniel
(Laughing) Stop it! That tickles! (PAUSES) Ok do it again.

Judith blows on Daniel’s stomach again to make Daniel laugh.

INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL – NEXT MORNING

Trex
After one of my great uncles caught on fire and laid on top of a mountain of ice. My great, great, grandfather was able to come up with the name, “Icy Hot” for a new product at his advertisement agency.

The students applaud Trex as he gets ready to sit down.
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Mrs. Wynn
Thank you Trex for that interesting and odd history on your family, well done.

Trex
(Talking to Melody) So, do ya think I’m pretty cool now?

Melody
(Sarcastically) Oh yes! You’re the coolest person I have ever met. Hearing you talk about how your great, great, grandfather came up with the name Icy Hot started to make me think how much I wish to be as cool as you.

Trex
Wait, are you being sarcastic?

Melody
(SARCASTICALLY) Oh, of course not.

Trex starts to respond back to Melody but changes his mind. Jason is lying down on his desk snoring and slobbing until Melody smacks Jason upside the head to wake him up.

Jason
(DAYDREAMING; SHOUTS OUT)I didn’t rape her I SWEAR!
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Melody
Instead of boring you all with facts of history on some of our less notable ancestors, we decided to bring a special guest of ours. Our long lost grandmother.

Judith
Oh, I’m so nervous. This will be only my second time talking about my past.

Daniel
Ah mom, you’ll do fine.

The students applaud as Judith comes into the classroom.

Dennis
We heard you went into the Witness Protection Program. Why is that?

Judith
Well I was interning as an investigative journalist for a local newspaper office here in Kansas City. One evening I stumbled across two very crooked politicians who were secretly bugging people’s homes to sniff out who they believe were Communists in hiding here years after the Vietnam War ended. They caught me listening in on their conversation and figured the best way to make sure I didn’t talk was to shoot me. After I was safe and got out I worked on getting my life together and finally reuniting with my son and his family. Seeing Daniel again was the greatest thing to ever happen to me.
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Rodney
Oh really? That’s not how I remember you feeling when you found out you were pregnant. In fact, I would say you would have wanted to “rid” yourself of the pregnancy.

Judith
(Nervous) Rodney don’t say another word!

Daniel
(Confused) What is he talking about mom?

Rodney
Son, your mother wanted to have you aborted.

Everyone in the classroom gasps.

Dean
Oh no he didn’t AGAIN!

Daniel is in pure shock and frozen in place.

Rodney
Aw, I know it’s a shock, but hey at least you know now instead of when you’re on my death bed. (Pats Daniel on the back)
The End
