“STOOP-IDLY MISGUIDED FAMILY”

EPISODE 18: THE THANKSGIVING FIGHT PART ONE

by

Tavores Q. Tye


ACT ONE


FADE IN:	
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM
Kara, looking concerned gets ready to ask Daniel something who is comfortably lying on the couch.

KARA
Hmm, this is odd.

DANIEL
What is it?

KARA
A final notice from our bank. They say were 3 months overdue on our final mortgage payment. That can’t be right because you paid it back in August like I asked you too right?

Draft – 5/19/11 - Page 2.

CUT TO:

INT. STOOP HOME/DINING ROOM - FLASHBACK – AUGUST 2010
Daniel begins to think back to this time where he and his friends along with someone else were playing a game of Poker.

ROYCE
Ha ha! Royal Flush! You lose again Daniel.


DANIEL
Crap! That was the last few bucks I had left.


HARVEY
(SNORT LAUGHS) Just give it up Dan, you’re finished.


DANIEL
No, I’m not. I’m just getting warmed up.
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JEREMY
It takes you losing 400 bucks to get warmed up?


DANIEL
Shut up! I’m gonna get my money back.


ROYCE
I think you better listen to your friends. You’ve got nothing else to put on the table.


DANIEL
Oh you think so? What if... (PAUSES) What if I bet my home I win my $400 back!


HARVEY
You’re talkin’ crazy.
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ROYCE
No, no I like the offer. Ok, I’ll tell you what, you win this next hand and I’ll gladly give you your money back. If I win, I own your house. The mortgage, the deed, everything.


DANIEL
Deal.

Royce and Daniel shake hands, moments later Daniel is looking shocked and upset after losing not only his $400, but also the mortgage to his home.


ROYCE
Thanks for giving me your house Daniel; I’ve always wanted to invest in a summer home. (PATS DANIEL ON THE BACK)


END FLASHBACK
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DANIEL
Uh, yea of course I did sweetheart. The bank probably just made a mistake. I’ll go down there right now and get it ironed out.


KARA
(KISSES DANIEL ON THE CHEEK) Thanks honey.


Kara leaves out of the living room and heads back into the kitchen; Daniel immediately begins to panic.


DANIEL
Oh sweet holy nights of merciful CRAP!


Daniel frantically runs out of the house into his car heads down to the bank knocking over his mailbox and nearly hitting a 13 year old boy on his bike.



KID
(YELLING) HEY! Watch it ASSHOLE!
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EXT. BANK/FRONT ENTRANCE – LATER
Daniel arrives at the bank, once again running over another mailbox by the Postal Service. He also crashes his car into scaffolding knocking down the man working at the top of it.

INT. BANK/LOBBY – LATER

			BANK TELLER
Yes, how may I help you today?

			DANIEL
Wait, I know you, you’re the guy I lost the ownership of my house to in that poker game a year ago. You haven’t been paying the mortgage stupid! I got a letter in the mail this morning from this bank threatening to foreclose on my home.
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BANKER
Oh yeah, I forgot all about that. It was so long ago. Oh well the housing market is in the crapper anyway, I’m sure you can find a dirt cheap new house to purchase. (CHUCKLES)

			DANIEL
This isn’t a game. My wife will slaughter me if she finds out I just gave away the ownership of our home to a total stranger at a Poker game. I’m desperate, just give me my mortgage back and I’ll pay off the debt as soon as I can. I can’t pay much now, but maybe we can work this out on a layaway plan or something?

			BANK TELLER
(SARCASTICALLY) Of course. 
(CONTINUED)
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			BANK TELLER (CON’T)
Let me use my magic wand to magically whip up a document for you to sign stating you’re paying your late mortgage payments in 5 easy payments. This is a bank not a retail store.

			DANIEL
Look I’m a cop and personally know the chief of police. He’s a little loony sometimes, but if you treat me wrong some bad things can happen.

			BANK TELLER
Are you threatening me?

			DANIEL
No, I’m just sayin’... 
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Daniel leans into the bank teller’s face with a dark sinister look on his face.

			DANIEL
YOU BETTER WATCH YOUR BACK.

Suspenseful music plays.

			BANK TELLER
I’m calling security.

			DANIEL
Call em, but they won’t come cause I AM SECURITY!

Daniel bangs his fist on the counter when the cash register opens. He steals the money before the Bank Teller comes back, he then runs off.

			BANK TELLER
Stop him! Why won’t you stop him?!
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			CHIEF DALE
Ask me again when I’m on duty.

Daniel runs into Rodney
		
			RODNEY
Look what you did you bumblebee idiot, now I can’t find my Tums, if the house ends up having to be exterminated because of my stomach problems, don’t blame me! Why the heck are you lookin’ like that?

			DANIEL
I got a serious problem, I sorta put a loan out on my house to the bank and now I can’t afford to pay it back, now they have ownership of my house.
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			RODNEY
It’s true, I should have been more careful about dropping you on your head too much as a baby.

			DANIEL
Don’t worry I got a plan. 

Daniel starts knocking down things around him.

			COP #1
What’s wrong with you?

Daniel starts screaming hysterically.

			COP #2
Daniel calm down people are staring at you.
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			DANIEL
Come on take me I’m ready for it! A dauh!

			RODNEY
(SARCASTICALLY) that’s right Daniel show them that idiocy has its advantages.

Cop #2 takes a shot at Daniel


			COP #2
That ought to calm him down.  


			COP #1
That wasn’t a tranquilizer gun it was a real one.

Cop #2 punches Cop #1 in the face to knock him unconscious so he can clean the gun and put it in his hand, he then runs away.
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INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM - A FEW DAYS LATER
Daniel is looking worried after finding more final notice bills from the bank.

			Kara
Daniel?

Daniel is holding a shovel in the air as if he’s about to attack Kara with it.

			Daniel
(PARANOID TONE) WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM ME?!!

			Kara
(LOOKING SCARED) I just wanted to see if my Better Homes Catalog arrived in the mail yet.

			Daniel
Oh. (Nervously laughs) Here you go.
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			Kara
Honey bunny, are you ok? You’ve been very distracted and edgy lately.


			Daniel
Yeah I’m ok I’m just tired about the holidays coming that’s all.

			Kara
Ok. I’m gonna get started on that turkey I have to marinate it and afterwards you can lick my secret special turkey sauce off the spoon.

			Daniel
(CHILD-LIKE; CLAPPING AND CHEERING) Yay!
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			Rodney
Well, well, well aren’t we a happy camper? Let me see what I can do to bring it down a few notches.

			Daniel
Oh pops, nothing you say can bring me down especially after getting to lick Kara’s secret special turkey sauce off of the spoon.

			Rodney
(Pretends to be on a phone) Ring, ring, ring! Hello, yes were from Kansas City First National Bank to inform you that your house is being repossessed by us and being converted into a McDonalds. Oh ok, hold on while I inform my dumbfounded son.
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Daniel hysterically jumps up and instead of running outside he runs into a closet and locks himself in.


FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE IN:
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM - THANKSGIVING DAY
Daniel is cleaning and napping the living room.

			Martha Stewart 
(ON HER TV SHOW)Now you add a little cinnamon to your spray and now the room smells like fresh ginger men. It’s a good thing.

			Kara 
(DROPS HER CHINA PLATES)Oh my god you’re cleaning, you’re mopping and watching Martha Stewart’s talk show?! Oh NO...Are you dying?!

			Daniel
Nope, I’m just in a good mood.
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			Kara
Ok...which one of the kids do we have to go to juvenile court for?


			Daniel
Sugarbear, no one is in trouble and I’m not going to die, it’s Thanksgiving I just wanna do stuff around the house. How about a massage?

			Kara
I can’t I’m too… (Becomes relaxed as she sits down in a chair) Oh God that feels good.

Rodney walks through the front door talking to a friend named Casper


Draft – 5/19/11 - Page 19.

			Rodney
I know what you mean Casper I’m glad I don’t have to worry about stuff like mortgages and house insurance or being homeless.

			Casper
(DISORIENTED) What is this place? You said we were going to Los Angeles to be contestants on The Price is Right. I wanna meet BOB BARKER!

			Daniel
Hey dad don’t you have a Pepto Bismo convention to go to?

			Rodney
Nope, I just want to come on back to home sweet home or should I say I wouldn’t want to be “homeless sweet homeless”.
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			Casper
(PRETENDING TO BE BOB BARKER) Alright Casper spin the wheel to try to get 1 dollar to play in the showcase. Ok. (STANDING IN A CORNER) Uhh, I think the wheel is missing.

			Kara
Daniel you’re hurting my shoulders.

			Daniel
No I’m not it’s just gas stuck in there.

			Rodney
You know Kara, it’s been a while since you’ve checked on the status of your house maybe you should go down to the bank and see what’s up.
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			Kara
Hmm you know that’s not a bad idea. I’m gonna run down there right now while the turkey is still roasting.

			Daniel
(YELLS AND PANICS) NO!! I mean not until you have your fondue.

			Kara
I don’t want any fondue.

			Daniel
(STILL PANICKING) Yes you do, we all do, yeah that’s right let’s all eat some right now!
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			Rodney
Will you stop acting like an ass and tell her about...


Daniel pretends like he spills the fondue by accident on Rodney’s face.

			Daniel
Whoops! I’m such a klutz. Why don’t you go to the kitchen for a few hours until you get that sauce cleaned out.

			Kara
I don’t know what’s going on between you two, but I’m gonna find out.

			Daniel
You can’t leave the door is broken.
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Daniel grabs a hammer and hits the door knob 18 times.

			Daniel
Now it’s broken.

			Casper
(DISORIENTED) Ah fudge! I went over a dollar! (PRETENDING TO BE BOB BARKER) Oh better luck next time Casper, that’s the end of our show. This is Bob Barker reminding you to remember to have your pets spayed or neutered.

EXT. ABANDONED HOUSE - AFTERNOON
Jason, and his friends along with Dean, Ana and Melody are standing next to an abandoned house across the street from their school. 

			Dean
This is gonna be fun! Were definitely going to go in the record books for this!
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			Jason
How did you know about our mega fireworks plan?

			Dean
You haven’t shut up talking about it all day, I’m sure the Pope knows about this.


			Jason
Eh, well it doesn’t matter how you found out. Tonight we go in as boys and come out screaming and running like men.

			Ana
If you do die after this, can I have your XBOX 360?
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			Jason
Yeah sure whatever.

			Ana 
(CLEARS HER THROAT) I’m gonna need that in writing. (PULLS OUT A PIECE OF PAPER AND PEN)

			Melody
This is one of those idiotic moments where I wouldn’t have any remorse for dancing and kicking over your tombstone when you die. (WHISPERS TO DEAN) If this goes the way I expect, it’ll be within the next couple of days.

Jason gets ready to open the door to the abandoned house, but it is locked.
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			Jason
Crap! It’s locked! What kind of moron locks an abandoned house? Trex you know what to do.

The boys pull out a moveable swing set. Trex gets on and Jason and Dean spin the chains around. They let him go when he stars swinging and spinning so hard that he flies off the swing and into a window in the abandon house.
	

			Trex
All...clear. (PASSES OUT ON THE FLOOR)

			Jason
Well here’s the moment we been waiting for. Are you guys ready?

CUT TO:
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EXT. CONSTRUCTION SITE - AFTERNOON

			Construction Guy
Are you guys ready?

The construction workers are scared and reluctant to answer the construction guy at first.


			Construction Guy
I said are you guys READY?!!!

All 3 of the construction workers nod yes Contruction worker #3’s pants suddenly fall down.
			
Construction worker #2
Where did you get the boxers with my wife’s face printed on them from?

			Construction worker #3
Oh...this is awkward. Um your wife and I have been serious for a while.
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			Construction worker #2
And how long is a “while”?

			Construction worker #3
(NERVOUS) well let’s just say you might wanna get a DNA test on your 3 kids.

Jason gets ready to light the firecracker when Dean says something.

			Dean
No, wait a minute.

Dean goes outside to pass gas and comes back inside the abandoned house.

			Dean
Ok, I’m ready.
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Jason lights the fireworks and they all run outside at the same time as the construction workers push down on the detonator to blow up the same house the fireworks are placed in. As soon as the boys run outside there’s a huge explosion of fireworks and blinding blasts of light.

			The boys
Cool.

			Trex
So, how long is the burning sensation supposed to last?

			Jason
The Chinese guy said at least a week.

			Trex
Oh.
Jason and the others fall out on the ground rolling around in agonizing pain while a fireball from the explosion starts heading towards Jason’s school.
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			Jason
Uh oh.
The remnants of the fireworks fall onto a propane tanks sitting outside the boiler room causing that portion of the school and cars sitting on that side of the parking lot to explode.

			
			Principal Keeler
Nooooo! My school! My SCHOOL! I worked so hard to build up this school!

			Superintendent Perdue
Ken, I couldn’t find that missing Beatles album you asked me for, but I thought I would….. Holy crap! What happened to my car?!!!

			Principal Keeler
Uh...I don’t know.
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			Superintendent Perdue
You don’t know? My $55,000 Ferrari is ruined and you don’t know what happened, but you were standing next to my car before I left?

			Principal Keeler
Um...yes.

			Superintendent Perdue
Uh huh. Listen Ken, if I wasn’t your boss, I would bust a cap into your rear end, but I have a job that’s paying on average $40 an hour and 20 years of late taxes still in need of being paid to think about before I do that to you.	

			Principal Keeler
Oh thank goodness, does that also mean you’re not going to fire me?
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			Superintendent Perdue
No I’m not, but a portion of your paychecks will be going to pay off the damages to my car.

			Principal Keeler
No! What about my mother’s sardines? She doesn’t let go outside or to work if I don’t get her sardines every week.

			Superintendent Perdue
What are you a crybabying mama’s boy? 

	Ana
Oh my god what happened?
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			Melody
Jason’s ingenious idea caused part of our school to explode...and he wrecked the superintendent’s expensive Ferrari. 

			Ana
Oh, that’s horrible. That’s the best part of the school that we use as a baseball target range.

			Jason
I feel so bad about this; I should go apologize to Ken right now.

Jason runs up and pansies Principal Keeler.

			JASON
Yoink!
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Dennis 
(LAUGHING) You just got pantsied! No wonder you’re still lonely.

Principal Keeler
(SIGHS) Now everyone knows about your shame. Get it together Keeler, get it together.

FADE OUT
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

FADE IN:
INT. STOOP HOME/THANKSGIVING AFTERNOON

Rodney
Having a bad Thanksgiving?

Daniel
I don’t think so; let me check to make sure. Kara are your parents coming for Thanksgiving dinner?

Kara
No.

Daniel
It’s a good Thanksgiving. 
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
You know another idea just came to me, but I can’t remember what it was.

Rodney holds a light bulb over Daniel’s head.

Rodney
Ding!


Daniel
That’s IT! I remember! (Sniffing) Where’s that burning smell coming from?


Rodney
Probably from my hand, this light bulb is freakin hot! (Drops the light bulb on the floor) So what’s the new idea on your house loan problems?

Daniel
It’s kinda sketchy, that’s why I want to run it by you first. Do you think the bank will accept these kinds of dollar bills?
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Rodney
(SARCASTICALLY) Oh sure, once you get rid of the Monopoly logo, the different color bills that aren’t green and enlarge the bills a little they will totally go for it.

Daniel
Ah! What’s the use? I don’t know what to do; I’ve tried everything I can possibly think of to pay off this mortgage. I tried reading to children at the little orphan’s home.

CUT TO:

CUTAWAY - DANIEL READING TO ORPHAN CHILDREN 
Orphan children are sitting on the floor in a circle while Daniel is sitting in a little kid’s chair.

Daniel
And then Cinderella and Prince Charming ran off to get married. And the honeymoon they had...ah man! They were going at it like wild beasts!  Bam! Bang! Bam! 

(CONTINUED)
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
Then he knocked her up with a child and faked his death to avoid paying child support. So boys and girls, the moral of the story is just because a girl gets knocked up by a boy doesn’t mean the boy won’t go to extreme lengths to keep from paying alimony and child support even if it does mean abandoning the child forever.

The children are gasping in shock.

Orphan boy
You bastard! (Runs off crying)

END CUTAWAY

Daniel
Then I tried pretending to be a physic.
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CUT TO:

CUTAWAY - DANIEL AS A PHYSIC
Scene shows Daniel talking to a guy.

Daniel
I sense your birthday is in the month January.

Guy
No.

Daniel
February?


Guy
No.
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Daniel
March, April, May, June, July, August...

Guy
August! Wow, you really are a good physic!
END CUTAWAY

Daniel
Then I tried doing Indian dances on street corners.
CUT TO:

CUTAWAY - DANIEL AS A STREET INDIAN DANCER
Scene shows Daniel on a street corner with a boom box playing Indian music.

Daniel
Hey ya! Hey ya!! Hey ya!!! 
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Daniel does the snake, the worm, the robot, then he break dances; noone says anything suddenly Daniel pops his hand on his mouth trying to sound like an Indian.

Old woman
Oh, you poor, poor man, you must have been deprived of your daily fix of crack. (Drops a $5 bill into Daniel’s Indian hat) Here you go, go ahead and buy you a nice sized piece of rock.

Man
You might wanna stand back.


Daniel
Why?

Daniel moves back just before a beer bottle hits him.
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Daniel
How did you know that was going to happen?

Man
I just know.

Suspenseful music plays.

END CUTAWAY

Kara
Ok guys dinner is ready!


Suddenly Jason and his siblings run through the front door.
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Jason
No matter what clever lie Principal Keeler comes up with none of us were responsible for his pet getting ran over trying to get away from him.

Ana
Well I may have to plead guilty over throwing the brick into his car window, but only as self defense because I thought he was going to run us over. Oooo! The turkey smells good mom.

Melody
I may have shouted some grotesque and foul language when Principal Keeler ran over his pet.
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Jason
You may have? You were using cuss words I never even thought of using.

Dean
I was too occupied by this lovely flower (PULLS OUT THE FLOWER) See? It’s my favorite color blue, Isn’t it cute?

Jason crumbles up the flower in Dean’s hand.

Jason
NO.

The whole family sits at the dining room table and Daniel is shaking uncontrollably. 

Kara
Daniel, are you sure you’re feeling alright?
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DANIEL
Yeah, just nervous. Son can you pass the knife?

DEAN
Sure, as long as you don’t drop it.

RODNEY
I can’t take this anymore! Daniel...

Daniel throws a peach cobbler pie at Rodney. Rodney then throws a piece of turkey at Daniel, after that the doorbell rings.


HERBERT
Rodney, guess what? Tim had an insulin shock and died! Were going to the bar to get drunk in his honor, they’re serving cocktail hour all night since its “Get Served Before You Croak Week”
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RODNEY
I’ll get my coat, I’m outta here. Happy Thanksgiving and be thankful I won’t see any of your possum faces for the rest of the year.


MELODY
You’re going to leave on Thanksgiving?


RODNEY
Why not? The only reason I keep coming here is to belittle my son and get free food. Goodbye Home Sweet Hellhole.


Daniel goes to take out trash when a banker sneaks out of the bushes and scares Daniel.


BANKER
Hi remember me? I’m the dirty, stinkin’ S.O.B banker that you tried steal money from the other day.
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DANIEL
What are you doing here?

BANK TELLER
The banks are very impatient people Mr. Stoop. You’re over a year overdue for your mortgage bill. 

DANIEL
Why are you stalking me? Can’t you go after someone else like Andrew Humperdinkle or Nicolas Cage or Wesley Snipes?…Oh wait he’s already in jail.
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BANKER
Move out of my way I have an eviction notice to issue on you and your family for this now foreclosed home.

DANIEL
Not yet...I uh...I’m challenging you to a thumb wrestle match!

BANK TELLER
Are you kidding me? I’m not doing that.

DANIEL
Too late you pinky swear to it!

BANK TELLER
No I...
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Daniel is holding the banker’s pinky.

BANK TELLER
Alright.

DANIEL & BANK TELLER
1,2,3,4 I declare a thumb war!

DANIEL
Stop your cheating!

The Banker wins.


DANIEL
No fair you cheated. Best 2 out of 3. 
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BANK TELLER
No! (He rings the doorbell) Mrs. Stoop?

KARA
Yes?

BANK TELLER
I’m here to inform you that your husband hasn’t paid off the last house mortgage payment on this house in over a year.

FAMILY
What?

KARA
This must be some kind of a mistake right?
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DANIEL
No, it isn’t.

KARA
But you told me you mailed off the last mortgage payment on our house.


BANKER
Because he’s 6 weeks overdue I have no choice but to evict you all from your home.


KARA
No!

JASON
It’s Thanksgiving dude. Come on, nothing says Happy Thanksgiving like a crisp 100 dollar bill.
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BANK TELLER
Little kid, I work at a bank I can steal 100 dollars anytime I want and I can pay it back anytime...with my Capital One card!

KARA
You lied to me. You told me there was nothing wrong.

BANK TELLER
Since I’m nice and lost my virginity for the first time with my wife last night. I’ll give you 30 days to pack out.

ANA
You just lost your virginity for the first time with your wife?
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BANK TELLER
We wanted it to be special for when we got ready to have our first child OK?!

DANIEL
Honey I can...

KARA
I don’t want to hear it Daniel Kennedy Stoop. I never want to see you again!

Kara slams and locks the front door in Daniel’s face.

BANK TELLER
Ouch. 
(CONTINUED)
Draft – 5/19/11 - Page 54.

BANK TELLER (CONTINUED)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tough luck. You can stay at my house for a few days, but it’ll cost you a rent fee of $400. No personal checks and no mortgages. (LAUGHS) 

TO BE CONTINUED...

FADE OUT

END OF ACT THREE

THE END
	








