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by
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ACT ONE

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON
Kara is watching “Dancing with the Stars” and is performing the tango with a broom; Daniel catches her in the act.



DANIEL
Uh...are you feeling ok?




KARA
Oh yeah, I guess I got a little carried away. You know honeybunny, watching how much fun those celebrities are having performing those dances makes me miss the days when I used to be a dancer. 
CUT TO:

INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH/AUDITORIUM – JUNE 1998
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Scene cuts to a flashback of Kara dancing in a school talent show in high school 14 years ago.



DANIEL 
(AGE 18) Wow, isn’t she amazing? (LOOKING MESMERIZED)



HARVEY 
(AGE 16; LOOKING ANNOYED): Yes, for the 15th time she is.




DANIEL
Sorry, but I just can’t help it, just look at her! All fit and flexible and everything. (LAYS HIS HEAD IN HIS HANDS CONTINUING TO BE MESMERIZED BY KARA)




HARVEY
If I keep looking any longer, I’m gonna have to “excuse” myself to the restroom again.
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DANIEL 
(BECOMING UPSET)HEY! That is my girlfriend you’re having your sick sexual thoughts about.




HARVEY
Well I can’t help it when you won’t shutup talking about how gorgeous she looks on stage.

Kara’s dance routine ends and the audience is giving her a standing ovation including Daniel who is the most obnoxious with his standing ovation even slapping Harvey back down into his seat with his waving arms.



KARA 
(NARRATING THE FLASHBACK)Ah, that was such a wonderful memory, I thought I would end up becoming a professional dancer, maybe even become a backup dancer in a Brittney Spears music video, but that all ended when we had our uncontrollable night of passion in the backseat of your car….
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The flashback then cuts outside of the school to Daniel’s car rocking back and forth and a bumper sticker that reads, “Don’t come a knockin’ if this two seater is a rockin’.”
DANIEL 
(TALKING IN THE CAR)Ah damn, the condom broke, oh well there’s no point in stopping halfway through.

The car starts shaking again and the flashback ends with Kara looking at Daniel somewhat angrily.
DANIEL
What? You’re blaming what happened that night on me?

KARA
No, but I wish I hadn’t had been so easily persuaded to have sex for the first time that night. We completely broke our abstinence to eachother.
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DANIEL 
(REMINISCING IN SATISFACTION) Yeah….three times in a row.  




KARA
Anyway… The reason I have been thinking about dancing so much lately is because I think it would be great if I could go back to dancing again, it would be like an early birthday present for me.




DANIEL
Is this gonna cost us money?



KARA
No, but it would cost me to be a bit sad once my birthday is here if I didn’t get the chance to join a dance team again. 
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DANIEL
Ok, sure anything for my sugarbear, but you have to promise me one thing.



KARA
What’s that?




DANIEL
We gotta relive our memories in the back seat of my car again. Man did we learn some games that night, definitely worth the 3 day suspension. (SATISFIED GRIN)
INT. KANSAS CITY BALLROOM THEATRE – NEXT DAY



DANCE INSTRUCTOR
And 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 let’s move it people! Let’s move it people!

The theme song to the movie “Fame” plays
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DANCE INSTRUCTOR
Ok, that’s a wrap for today folks, I’ll see you all here again on Wednesday. Oh Kara, I would like to commend you, you’re a marvelous dancer. How would you like to be the leader of our dance group during our next session?




KARA
Really? Well I don’t know…




DANIEL
Go ahead, you know you want to.




KARA
Are you serious? You’ve never been that encouraging of me dancing. What changed your mind?
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DANIEL
You have a passion for dancing and always have since high school, remember high school, when we…




KARA 
(IN AN ANNOYED TONE): Yes! Yes! We lost our virginities in your car parked in the school parking lot after my dance recital causing me to get pregnant, fun times, fun times especially the last ten times you reminded me of it yesterday. (Rolls her eyes)



DANIEL 
(GASPS) Well…when you put it that way, you make those 3 minutes sound like they weren’t worthwhile to brag about. 
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INT. STOOP HOME/KITCHEN – EVENING




KARA
Go and relax honey, I’ll get you some Bengay for your back.



DANIEL 
(Laughs) Ben-gay. (Laughs again) Man, what will these sly marketing companies think of next?



DEAN
Wow, what happened to dad?




KARA
(SIGHS) Your dad slipped on a puddle of water and got trampled over by the other dancers going out to lunch. Um, did somebody steal from the swear jar today?
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DANIEL
(SINGING) Who stole money from the Stoop’s swear jar? Who us? Couldn’t be, then who? Was it you...Yeah I stole about $16 out of there today. I had to there was a sale on these Alvin and the Chipmunks dancing boggle heads, look at em’ how they boggle with their big chipmunk heads to the music! Hee Hee! (DANIEL IS CLAPPING WHILE THE BOGGLE HEADS ARE DANCING TO RANDOM MUSIC ON THE RADIO)



KARA 
(BREAKING ALVIN’S HEAD OFF OF HIS BODY): Well I don’t think it is. Every time I turn my back you or the kids are stealing from the swear jar for your own personal enjoyment. 
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DANIEL
I don’t see why we need it in the first place, we don’t swear that much.




ANA
Dad for the last 2 days you have called random people something from every swear word in the book. 




DANIEL
Oh, I have to do that because there are just some people in this world that enjoy making it their life mission to wake up in the morning just to piss your daddy off. (Pats Ana on the head) If it helps Kara, the $16 went to a good cause. The change I had left over for some booze went to a homeless shelter so the homeless could have money to buy booze too.
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MELODY 
(Sarcastic tone) What a feel good deed of the year, you know how to make all the deadbeat, careless dads envious of you.




DANIEL
Don’t worry Kara, you won’t see me or the kids stealing from the swear jar ever again, I promise it on a stack of bibles.



KARA
Good, because I think it’s wrong to do….

Kara turns around and sees Daniel and kids stealing from the swear jar.



KARA 
HEY!
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JASON
After today, we promise on a stack of bibles to never steal money from this jar again.
Kara grunts.
FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – NEXT DAY
The girls are practicing their dance routines in the Stoop’s living room.



DANIEL
Oh dear lord! It’s a sex orgy taking place in my living room! A dream every man has had since the beginning of time.




KARA
Were almost done with our practicing honey. We’ll be leaving in a few minutes.



DANIEL
Oh don’t mind me. Continue, I’ll watch TV.



SPORTSCASTER
(On TV) The Hawks lead the Celtics with a score of 112 to 109 in the 4th quarter with 20 seconds remaining on the scoreboard.
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DANIEL 
NEXT. (CHANGES THE CHANNEL) 



WOMAN ON MAURY
I’m a million percent positive that he’s the baby’s father of all 5 of my children!
Audience in the background is cheering.



DANIEL
NEXT. (Changes the channel again)




TV ANNOUNCER
Coming up on General Hospital, A deadly love triangle destroys a couple in Port Charles.




STEPHANIE
Oooo! Don’t change the channel! 
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STEPHANIE (CONTINUED)

Today is the day Robin finds out that her husband Patrick has been cheating with his ex-girlfriend Lisa who is actually his half sister who slept with his best friend who’s Patrick’s cousin on his mom’s side who then sleeps with Robin out of revenge, but what he doesn’t know is that Robin poisoned him years ago that left him half blind in his left eye. He then kills her thinking she was his wife’s evil twin sister, but it turns out to be his wife he thought was dead this whole time.




DANIEL
If you know about all this crap already then why do you need to see it now?



STEPHANIE
Duh, because I read that out of Soap Opera Digest, I need to watch it to keep up.
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DANIEL
I doubt John Moschitta would be able to keep up with that.  




KARA
Honey, can you try looking at something that isn’t as “appealing” to people here in our dance team?




DANIEL
I guess.
Daniel turns the TV on a nature channel



NARRATOR
The mating season has just begun and the hippos are getting ready to perform the mating position.




DANIEL
Alright! Stack those hippos up! Stack em up! STACK EM UP! WOOT!! WOOT!!!!
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KARA
Daniel please, you’re going to have to watch TV upstairs or go outside somewhere you’re distracting us.



DANIEL
Sorry. I’m just bored. (DANIEL STARTS MAKING POPPING NOISES WITH HIS MOUTH) Sorry. (HE DOES THE SAME THING AGAIN)



KARA
Get out!




MANAGER
Don’t worry about it let’s see your new choreography.




KARA
Uh, who are you and how did you get into my house?
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AGENT
The devil is in the details over how I got here. The important thing here is I can be your manager if you can show me you have the right moves.




KARA
Now I remember where I saw you, you were the one who tried to hide in the trunk of my car when I left the ballroom theatre.




MANAGER
Now that we got all that confusion out of the way, let’s see your dance routine.




KARA
Ok. 5, 6, 5,6,7,8!
Kara gets ready to perform her dance when the manager interrupts.
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MANAGER
CUT.




KARA
I haven’t done anything.




MANAGER
I know, I was already watching you from outside during an earlier practice. You know Kara you have talent how would you like to ink a deal with my dance company?




KARA
That sounds...great! Where do I sign?




MANAGER
Right here, and here, and flash me here.

(Pointing to his eye)



KARA
What?
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MANAGER
Were done! 

The manager quickly runs outside, pulls off his left shoe which had a tiny camera on it which appears to show a picture of Kara’s panties.



MANAGER
Whoa ho ho! Thank God for the magnificent technology of spy cameras.

Kisses the tiny camera on his shoe and runs away.



KARA
Oh, this is so exciting! I finally get the opportunity to be a professional dancer like I always dreamed of. This is gonna be the best birthday ever!
Scene cuts to the next day, where Kara walks through the door looking upset.
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KARA
This is the worst birthday ever!




DANIEL
Why? What’s the matter?



KARA
You know the manager who was signing me up for a contract at his dance company? Turns out he was a total fraud. He doesn’t own a dance company, he works as a telemarketer at AT&T. (sighs) My dream has once again been that, just a stupid dream. Well at least I’m sure you all have something special planned for my birthday.
The family looks around awkwardly and embarrassed.
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DANIEL

(WHISPERS TO DEAN) Crap, we forgot to get your mother something special for her big 3-0 this year.




DEAN

(WHISPERS TO DANIEL) I know, she’s gonna be pissed.




DANIEL

(WHISPERS) I think I may know a trick or two to fixing that when were alone in our room tonight. She’ll forget all about her dumb 30th birthday. (CHUCKLES)

Daniel doesn’t realize that he’s now whispering to Kara.




KARA

Is that so...

Daniel yells out of nervousness and confusion.
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DANIEL

(CONFUSED)How did you...ah forget it.




MELODY
Don’t beat yourself up mom, it sounds like you’re just having a textbook example of a midlife crisis.




KARA

Midlife crisis? At age 30? Hmm, maybe, maybe I just need to find something fun or interesting to do during the remaining hours of my birthday, but what?
CUT TO:

STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – NEXT DAY

The family is in the living room watching TV when Kara comes in looking very different with red hair instead of blonde hair.
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KARA

Well, what do you think?




FAMILY

(LOOKING DUMBFOUNDED) Uhhhhhhhhh...




KARA

You don’t like it?




FAMILY

(STILL LOOKING DUMBFOUNDED) Uhhhhhhhhh...

INT. STOOP HOME/PARENTS BEDROOM – LATER

Daniel already in bed, turns off the lamp on his side of the bed as Kara is getting into bed.




KARA

Daniel, when I asked you guys what you thought of my new hair color, why did you pause and say uh?
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DANIEL

(LOOKING DUMBFOUNDED) Uhhhhhhhhh...




KARA

Daniel!




DANIEL

(SIGHS) You really wanna know?




KARA

Yes.




DANIEL

Well, it’s because...because you look...weird with red hair now. It’s not you.



KARA

Really? I thought Ruby Red works for me; even the hair stylist said it was a hot choice.
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DANIEL

That hair stylist better not quit their day job.




KARA

Oh gosh, I can’t believe I’ve been lied to. I can’t walk around with this red hair after today, I’m going right back down there first thing in the morning and demanding I have my hair dyed back blond.




DANIEL

Dye it back blond or cut it all off and start back over, it doesn’t matter as long as you’re happy. (KISSES KARA ON THE CHEEK)

Kara looks confused for a moment and then turns off the light.

INT. JUNIO’S HAIR SALON – NEXT MORNING

Kara enters into Junio’s hair salon 

To get her hair dyed back blond.
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JUNIO

Oh Kara! (KISSES HER ON BOTH CHEEKS AS A GREETING) So tell me honey, how are you enjoying the new you?




KARA

Not well I’m afraid. My family hates it.




JUNIO

(GASPS) Those ungrateful jerks! This is a geniune masterpiece! What’s not to like about it?



KARA

I thought so too Junio, but I guess it’s actually a terrible look on me. That’s why I was wondering if...




JUNIO

How dare you and your family insult my work! 
(CONTINUED)
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JUNIO (CONTINUED)

I feel like I’ve been chewed up and spit out and eaten up again by stray dogs like a day old Doritos Locos Taco from the local Taco Bell down the street! With that, I bid farewell to you.




KARA

But I wanted to...




JUNIO

(SHOUTS) I said I BID FAREWELL TO YOU! (SNAPS FINGER) Tina, whip me up a Strawberry Martini with one of those little umbrellas on top. I am Super P-I Double snake eyed E-D!

Kara sadly sighs then her phone rings, it’s Principal Keeler calling from school.




KARA

Hello? (SIGHS) What did he do this time?
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DISSOLVE TO:

INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL/8TH GRADE HALLWAY - LATER




KARA

Sorry I’m so late Principal Keeler, I was held up in traffic.




PRINCIPAL KEELER

Excuse me, who are you?




KARA

I’m Kara, Jason’s mother.




PRINCIPAL KEELER

Kara? Hmm, something’s different about you? I can’t quite put my 15 years of keen eyes to details on it.



KARA

I dyed my hair a Ruby Red yesterday.
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PRINCIPAL KEELER

Ah ha, I knew it and may I say you look absolutely stunning with red hair.




KARA

Oh well Thank you. So about Jason...




PRINCIPAL KEELER

Jason?




KARA

Yes Jason. You said he did something incredibly dumb today that caused a disruption of class.




PRINCIPAL KEELER

Oh well that’s not important anymore, Boys will be boys right?




JASON

What the hell is he talking about?
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PRINCIPAL KEELER

I’ve taken the last couple of minutes to rethink this entire matter over and I think it can be resolved under one condition.




KARA

What exactly would that be?




PRINCIPAL KEELER

I’ll drop the one week suspension if you will do me the honor of joining me at my Class reunion this weekend.



KARA

Are you seriously asking me out as your date?
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PRINCIPAL KEELER

Please. I’m a socially awkward man who doesn’t get the courage to ask out extremely attractive woman such as yourself on a yearly basis. I’ve ran out of female cousins to pass off as an ex-girlfriend or ex wife. Any more cousins I bring with me at this point will have to be passed off as my gay life partner or worse case scenario, a tranny girlfriend.



KARA

I always thought you were a decent and honest man Principal Keeler, but what you’re doing is simply dishonest, disrespectful, and donwright creepy. I’m a happily married woman.




JASON 

Screw dad, were talking about a week of suspension being taken off the table here.
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JASON (CONTINUED)

For once in his miserable life, make Keeler’s day!

The next scene transitions into a montage where Kara is going to various places around town to un errands. During the mist of that, Kara is being hit on by men such as Harvey, Jeremy, Dexter, and even Daniel’s boss Captain Beamington. 
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – NIGHT

Kara is just arriving home to a dark living room, she turns on the lights and sees Daniel sitting in a recliner which startles her.




KARA

Oh, you scared me.




DANIEL

(SUSPICIOUS) So...how was your day?




KARA

Good, why?
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DANIEL

I’m not sure? Why not ask the answering machine since you’ve seen to gathered a huge gain in your male demographic for your home catering business.




KARA

You’re overreacting as uusal.




DANIEL

Oh am I? AM I?! AM-I?!!! (PAUSES) Ok I was then, but I’m not. One of the last guys that called said he wanted to put in an order for the “Seaman’s Special” and I’m sure as heck he wasn’t talkin’ about a seafood poo-poo platter.




KARA

Why don’t we get down to the truth of the matter. 
(CONTINUED)
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KARA (CONTINUED)

You’re upset and jealous because men are paying me attention now that I have a new appearance. Well you know what I say to that? Tough cookies! This hair color change was a way for me to celebrate not only my 30th birthday, but a new me altogether. Do you even remember what your birthday present for me was?




DANIEL

(THINKING) Uhhhh…




KARA

A microwave. Who gives their wife a microwave for their 30th birthday?




DANIEL

But you asked for a microwave.
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KARA

Yes, because the one we had blew out, not because I wanted it for my birthday. Back in the past you used to surprise me with spontaneous gifts, but for the past few years you seem to get gifts that are predictable as if to imply I’m boring now. (SIGHS) I’m going to bed, wake up in the morning, make breakfast, clean up, wash dishes, start catering work, and start the process all over again for the rest of my life.

As Kara heads upstairs looking depressed, Daniel tries to think of a way to fix things for Kara when suddenly a message comes up on the answering machine.




DEXTER

(LEAVING A MESSAGE) Kara, it’s me. I’m just callin’ to say you look really hot with your new red hair. 

(CONTINUED)
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DEXTER (CONTINUED)
I know I shouldn’t be tellin’ ya this, but if by any chance your old man is a victim of a drive by while on police duty and kicks the bucket I would be honored to take his place and bang you every night.




DANIEL

(CONFUSED) Dexter? Is that you?

Dexter immediately hangs up leaving the sound of a dial tone to be heard.

INT. JUNIO’S BEAUTY SALON – NEXT AFTERNOON

Kara walks in to talk to Junio, the owner and hairstylist who did her hair dye change.




KARA

Junio, I need your help. I want to change my hair color.
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JUNIO

(SIGHS) UGH, You surburban, thrity something middle class housewives can be such inconsiderate bitches.

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – LATER THAT EVENING

Daniel along with the kids are in the living room waiting on Kara to come back home. Dnaiel looks worried and nervous.




DANIEL

Oh gosh, why isn’t she back yet? (PAUSES) Oh no, it happened. She’s so pissed at how I didn’t put enough thought into getting her decent birthday gifts and how harsh I was on her new hair color that she’s run off to Cancun with a half a dozen hot, spicy, muscle bound Latino hunks and they’re sitting on some fancy Carribean yacht drinking Margaritas laughing their butts off at me!
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DEAN

You have quite the vivid imagination dad.




ANA

Mom wouldn’t run off from us, she’s already invested half of her life into us. It’s pretty much too late for her to start a new life now.




JASON

If mom had any dignity left in her she’ll run and never look back. Sorry pop’s, but if you and mom get into a nasty custody battle, I gotta go for mom. I think she’ll be the better catch in the long run.




DANIEL

(SARCASTICALLY) Thank you son, I appreciate your undeniable love for your father. 
(CONTINUED)
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)

Just remember that if your in a terrible motorcycle accident and the doctor leaves me the choice of deciding if you get stay on life support I’ll say yes.



JASON

(LOOKING SINCERE) Really?




DANIEL

(GLOATING) Nope, I’m gonna say Physice! and tell em to pull the plug! That’s what you get for turning your back on your father.

Kara comes though the front door with not ont only a hiar color change, but yet another different color other than her originally blond born hair. She’s now a brunette. The family looks surprsied.




KARA

I’m home, what do you guys think?
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FAMILY

(LOOKING DUMBFOUNDED) Uhhhhhhhhh...




KARA

Seriously? You don’t like it?




MELODY

Actually, I love it. I think it’s the best hair color out of all three.




DEAN

I agree.




ANA

Me too.




JASON

Me three.

Everyone including Kara shifts their focus and attention to Daniel waiting for a response.
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KARA

Now it’s time for the final verdict. Daniel?




DANIEL

Well...I...I...Uhhhh...



KARA

(GETTING UPSET) Daniel!




DANIEL
Alright, alright, I like it. To be honest I liked when you had it red before.




KARA

You did? Then why did you say you didn’t?




DANIEL

Because. I knew I wouldn’t be the only man who liked it and that made me well...kinda jealous.
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KARA

Aw honeybunny, there’s no reason to be jealous. I don’t care what other guys think of how good I look or not. The only male’s opinion that matters to me is you.

Kara kisses Daniel on the cheek.




DEAN

So does this mean you’re gonna keep your hair color this way?




KARA

Yeah, yeah I think so.




DANIEL

That’s great. I feel really crappy about the gift I got you this year; I wish I could make it up to you.

Draft – 5/11/12 - Page 45.



KARA

You can. I ran out of the salon before paying for my new hair dye. You owe them $60. Don’t be late on the pay, Junio adds interest.
Kara walks away going upstairs while Daniel is looking dumbfounded.

FADE OUT

END OF ACT THREE

THE END


