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ACT ONE

FADE IN:
INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL/HALLWAY – MORNING
Dean is looking at the cast list for a school play depressed.


MELODY
What’s the matter with you Dean, you seem upset about something.

DEAN
I am, I got the lead in the school play.

ANA
That’s a bad thing? Why would you be upset about that?



Draft – 5/14/12 - Page 2.

DEAN
Because I’ll have to kiss Ashley and I feel nervous and a little uncomfortable about it.

ANA
Is it because you’re worried about Ashley discovering about your sexual orientation?

MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) No Ana, he’s worried that if he kisses her, they’ll turn into frogs. It’s considered the worst thing to happen to teens behind zits and foul body odor.

ANA
I wouldn’t worry about that, it can’t really happen it’s just a fairy tale.

Melody rolls her eyes. Jason is whistling down the merge from the 8th grade hallway into the 7th grade hallway and quickly turns back around once he sees Principle Keeler.
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PRINCIPAL KEELER
Ah Jason, I believe you’re supposed to be working on designing sets for the play next week.


JASON
Eh, I thought about it and then I said the hell with it and moved on to something more major.


MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) I think Demi Moore had the same attitude before she headed into rehab.


PRINCIPAL KEELER
You’re not getting out of this punishment Jason. It’s either this or a week of detention. (WALKS AWAY)
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DEAN
What did you do?

JASON
Oh, he’s still sore at me because I let loose a family of mice in the teacher’s lounge for April Fool’s. How was I supposed to know they had rabies and would start a mild epidemic?

Ashley passes by reading the cast list.

ASHLEY
Oh! I got the lead! (JUMPS UP AND DOWN) UGH, (TALKING TO DEAN) You got the lead too? That means I’ll have to kiss a frog.

ANA
Hey! My brother may not be the most attractive guy in the school, but he’s certainly not a frog.
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MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) That’s right you tell her off. We’re not frogs, were more suited as uncontrollable human flesh eating cannibals. 

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – AFTERNOON
Daniel goes to answer the door and it’s Ashley.

ASHLEY
Hi, does Dean stay here?

DANIEL
Yes, he does. Dean, someone’s here for you. (WHISPERS TO DEAN) Dean you lucky kid! You bagged in a pretty girl.

DEAN
Oh yeah, real pretty. (NERVOUSLY LAUGHS)

ASHLEY
Alright, where can we sit and rehearse and I won’t catch a deadly disease?
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DEAN
Uh...we can sit here. So, were starting from Act Two, Scene Two. (READING HIS PART FROM THE SCRIPT) My fair sweet Daisy let me announce my unrequited love and passion for you to the entire world to hear. I want them to know of your inner beauty, your sparkling Wintergreen eyes, the way your joyful smile brings a sense of warmth and laughter. You are the reason I wake up every morning. I would live for you. I would die for you, I would...

Out of nowhere, Ashley kisses Dean which leads into a makeout session, Dean pushes away to say something.

DEAN
I wouldn’t say that was in the script.

ASHLEY
You didn’t like it?
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DEAN
No, I’m flattered and I thought it was nice, but I’m not really into you like that.

ASHLEY
So what are you trying to say? That I’m ugly?

DEAN
No, no, no. I just mean I think we should be friends.


Ashley gets up from the couch and storms out towards the front door.


JASON
Where is she off to?

ASHLEY
I need to get out of here. 
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ASHLEY
I just made out with your brother and then he rejected me by calling me ugly.

JASON
Dean? Are we talking about the same brother? Why would he make out with you? He’s ga...


Melody covers Jason’s mouth before he finishes his statement.


MELODY
What he means is Dean is the type that feels slutty if he doesn’t take a girl out on a proper date first before he kisses her. Isn’t that right Jace?

Melody is squeezing Jason’s hand very hard.

JASON
(IN PAIN) Uh huh. (TWICHING TRYING TO GET AWAY)
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ASHLEY
Wait a minute, something’s not right here. Dean was acting weird around me as if he didn’t like being around me and then when I asked if he thought I was ugly he tells me he wants to be “friends”. (THINKING) Oh my God, he’s gay!

JASON
Crap, for a blond you’re pretty smart on your feet.

Melody hits Jason in the stomach.

ASHLEY
He took advantage of me. Oh just wait until the entire school finds out about his secret. (STORMS OFF)

JASON
Whew, she said secret, maybe it’s not the gay secret.
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MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) Are you born stupid or is it something you go to school for?

JASON
(CHUCKLES) School if I have anything to say about it.

Melody rolls her eyes as she walks upstairs.

INT. STOOP HOME/DEAN’S BEDROOM – LATER

DEAN
She knows I’m gay? How did she figure it out? Did you tell her?

MELODY
No, she just put the clues together and she’s threatening to expose you to the entire school.


Draft – 5/14/12 - Page 11.

JASON
She’s gonna strip him naked?!

MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) Seriously, where can I attend this school? Do they offer day or night classes?

ANA
She doesn’t mean exposing him that way you goofball for brains. She means revealing the fact that Dean is into guys.

DEAN
(SIGHS) She can’t do this! I’m not ready to come out yet. I don’t even know how I’ll come out to mom and dad or if I ever want to.
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ANA
Dude, I know it’s not easy being gay, but you can’t fool mom and dad forever. Eventually some kind of way it’s gonna come out even if Ashley keeps her mouth shut.

DEAN
I know. I’m more scared of how dad will react than I am mom. What if he hates me or kicks me out because he thinks I’m a freak?

MELODY
I don’t believe dad will think that of you because you’re gay. He could turn out to be very accepting.

DEAN
Or heartless. I don’t know what I’m gonna do it’s...

Dean, Ana, and Melody turn around to see Jason making out with a girl from school.
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MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) Are we boring you or are you keeping your tongue sealed down her throat until you can chime into the conversation?

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL/AUDITORIUM – NEXT DAY
Parents and students are sitting in the auditorium waiting for the play to start. Meanwhile backstage, Principal Keeler is checking in on Jason.

STAGE DIRECTOR
(7TH GRADE MALE STUDENT) 5 minutes until curtain call.

PRINCIPAL KEELER
Well, how is my little “elf” coming along on the stage props?

JASON
Pretty well actually, I’m getting them all done faster than I thought I would.

6TH GRADE MALE STUDENT
Jason, I finished all the daytime backgrounds, but I may need intermission to finish all the nighttime backgrounds.
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JASON
(NERVOUSLY LAUGHS) These 6th graders. Scram kid. (PUSHES THE BOY TO THE SIDE)


Dean is looking nervous as he gets ready to go on stage.


ASHLEY
Are you ready for your big finale?

DEAN
Ashley, I’m not one to beg or cower, but I’m pleading with you. Please don’t say a word.

ASHLEY
Why not? You’re gonna get all the attention you deserve. (WALKS AWAY)

Scene cuts to a chorus of children singing “Children Are The Future” when Daniel jumps up and says something.
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DANIEL
Oh please, we know these children don’t have a future!

The music and the chorus goes silent along with everything else.


DANIEL
Oh...uh...I mean (CLAPPING) Yay for the children! YEAH! (CONTINUES HIS AWKWARD CLAPPING)

PRINCIPAL KEELER
Where’s Jason? He’s supposed to be pulling the curtain.

MELODY
I don’t know I haven’t seen him.

JASON
(WHISPERING TO MELODY) Mel, come here.
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MELODY
Jason? How did you end up all the way up there?

JASON
I got into some problems with Dennis and he tied me up here. Can you get me down?

MELODY
I don’t know if I can. Those knots look pretty tight around your ankles and your waist.

JASON
You better get me down from here now or else you’ll need seeds to grow your hair back because I’m gonna burn it off with a blowtorch!

Melody pulls on the rope putting Jason’s underwear in a very tight wedgie.
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MELODY
I’m sorry. Did I pull the rope in the wrong direction?

MALE STUDENT
(ON STAGE; ACTING) Damian, our noblest prince. Is there something you wish to share with your common people?

Dean remains silent and motionless with a scared look on his face thinking back on what Ashley and others have told him concerning his sexuality.

MALE STUDENT
Uh...Ahem. I said(ACTING) Is there something you wish to share with your common people?
Why do you choose not to address the people? Is it because you’re careless, is it because you’re selfish or is it because you don’t want to tell them the truth?
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DEAN
(YELLING IN ANGER) No damn it, it’s because I’m gay!

Everyone in the auditorium goes silent after Dean’s unexpected outburst. One guy stands up to applaud.

DENNIS
Sit down fairy.

INT. STOOP’S FAMILY CAR – LATER
Everyone including Kara and Daniel are quiet as Dean gets in the car.

DEAN
Well (SIGHS) That didn’t go the way I planned, but at least it’s out in the open now and I can feel free not to live a lie anymore. (PAUSES MOMENTARILY) Mom, dad, are you ok?

Daniel and Kara remain silent.
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DEAN
(UPSET) Aren’t you gonna say something? I basically told the whole world that I’m gay and you won’t look me in the eyes and tell me how you feel about it?


Daniel turns around and sees Dean looking like Adam Lambert, Marilyn Manson, and Jane Lynch.


DEAN
(AS JANE LYNCH/SUE SYLVESTER FROM GLEE)So you like show tunes. It doesn't mean you're gay. It just means you're awful. (RECITING WHAT IS ACTUALLY A LINE FROM THE SHOW)


Daniel runs out of the car screaming and running into open traffic.


ANA
Dad seems to be taking the news ok.
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INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL – NEXT DAY
Dean is walking down the 7th grade hallway when he’s shoved forcefully into a locker.

DENNIS
Where are you going off to fag?

DEAN
(NERVOUS AND SCARED) Uh to class.

DENNIS
I don’t think so.

Dennis knocks Dean’s books out of his hand and shoves him to the floor; getting ready to beat up Dean until Jason intervenes, shoving Dennis into a locker jacking him up by his shirt collar.

JASON
(ANGRY) Stay away from my brother.

DENNIS
(LAUGHS) A shrimp like you think you can take on me?
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JASON
(NERVOUS) Um...uh I don’t know. I’m shocked at myself that I got this far without being beaten into a coma.

Dennis pushes Jason off of him knocking him onto the floor as well, now he atempts to beat up both Jason and Dean until Melody and Ana intervene.

ANA
(JACKS UP DENNIS) We got a problem here?

DENNIS
Back off Ana, I don’t want to have to hurt you and your sister too.

MELODY
Oh, you wouldn’t hurt a couple of pretty faces like us would you?

Dennis viciously growls at Melody
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MELODY
(SCARED) Eep! Um Ana you can handle this can you? This big, strong, meancing.....
creature? (SOFTLY PATS HIM ON THE SHOULDER)

DENNIS
I don’t get why you’re defending him.

MELODY
Because unlike you. We care about him whether he’s straight, gay, bi, or transgendered. You seem to be the one with the problem around here. It’s statistically stated that people who pick on those within the LBGT community are more likely insecure about their own sexuality. Are you trying to hide something Dennis?

Dennis storms off shoving past Jason and Dean.

DISSOLVE TO:
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INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – NEXT DAY
Daniel is pacing around the living room nervously while talking with Kara.

DANIEL
My son likes boys? How can that be? He’s always hanging around girls. (PAUSES) Oh no. I think I understand what happened now. The reason Dean likes boys is because...of YOU!

KARA
Huh? How is this my fault?

DANIEL
Cause you always wanted him to bake cookies, vaccum, watch soap operas, hell you even gave him pedicures, painting his toes pink when he was a toddler. You corrupted the manly part of his brain!
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KARA
Oh that was nothing but innocent fun, he didn’t want to be left out like his sisters, neither did Jason, I did the same thing to him and he’s not gay.

DANIEL
Not yet, but who knows for how long.

KARA
You’re blowing this way out of proportion. You’re missing the underlining thing here.

DANIEL
What’s that?

KARA
The fact that his brother and sisters knew for over a year about this, yet were just finding out yesterday along with everyone else. 
(CONTINUED)
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KARA (CONTINUED)
Don’t you see something wrong with that? Dean obviously was afraid we would react this way which is why he and the kids kept it a secret from us. My God. (CRYING) WERE TERRIBLE PARENTS!

DANIEL
(CRYING) YOU’RE RIGHT WE ARE!

Daniel and Kara start crying on eachother’s shoulders. 

KARA
Hmm, what’s this? 

DANIEL
It’s a letter from Dean dated from yesterday.

As Daniel and Kara are reading the letter, Dean’s voice is narrating.
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DEAN
(NARRATING) Hi mom and dad. I have dreaded the day I would have to say this because I have never known the right way to say it to not only you, but to my own self and that is that I’m gay. Now before you get upset or overreact, I want you both to know that it wasn’t a choice or decision that I was forced into by anyone. I have felt this way for as long as I can remember. It’s goingto take some time to sink in and adjust to, but I’m hoping that you will be willing to try and be understanding and accepting of who I am. You’ll see that I haven’t changed a bit from who you always thought I was. I love you, your son, Dean.

Daniel and Kara look at eachother for a moment in disbelief and disapointment in eachother.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. STOOP HOME/UPSTAIRS HALLWAY – LATER
Daniel and Dean are leaving out of their rooms and pass eachother by the stairs going downstairs which leads into an awkward conversation.

DANIEL
Oh uh hi.

DEAN
Hi.

DANIEL
So um...how was school?

DEAN
It was rough at first, but it got ok I guess.

DANIEL
Well that’s good.
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Daniel and Dean continue to awkwardly atare at eachother for a few moments looking uncomfortable. 


DANIEL
So um...I’ll see you during dinner?

DEAN
Yeah dinner, I think mom is making chicken tonight.

DANIEL
Chicken, chicken is good.

DEAN
Yeah.

DANIEL
Yeah.

Dean and Daniel once again pause in awkward silence for a few moments.
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DANIEL
I uh better go and clean off the car before dinner is ready.

DEAN
And I have some homework to finish.

They both walk away in different directions, Daniel stops again to say something to Dean.


DANIEL
Dean?

DEAN
Yes?

DANIEL
I’m happy that you can be yourself, always remember that.

Dean starts to smile out of joyful relief.
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EXT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL – NEXT DAY
Daniel is dropping the kids off on his way to the police station they all see protestors marching in front of the school.

DANIEL
What’s all this?

PRINCIPAL KEELER
Oh good you’re here. I was worried something chaotic could happen soon.

JASON
Like what?

MELODY
(SARCASTICALLY) Like hearing that the MCRib was permanently banned in our state. (SIGHS) What do you think he’s talking about the protesters around the school.

ANA
Why are they protesting?
Draft – 5/14/12 - Page 32.

PRINCIPAL KEELER
An Anti-Gay organization heard about Dean’s gaffe at last week’s school play and our threatening to blockade the school to prevent Dean from attending.

DEAN
That’s not fair! My sexual orientation shouldn’t have anything to do with anyone getting an education here.

RITA
(INTERRUPTING THE CONVERSATION) It most certainly does and I will do everythiing in my power to make sure “colorful” children like you don’t expose your toxic to our innocent boys and girls.

ANA
Who in the hell is this wacko chick?
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RITA
I’m Rita Cook, I’m the one who organized this rally against your dreadful demonic brother.

DANIEL
Listen here you old, self rightous hag. I’ve heard just about as much as I’m going to hear from you insulting my son. Dean is a great kid, always has been, he’s an AB student, caring, and sure he can be a little weird coming up with wacky conspiracy theories and his belief in aliens sometimes and so what if he likes the company of guys over girls. I would find myself falling in love with John Stamos, Dean Winters, Neil Patrick Harris, and Robert Patterson if I wasn’t so madly in love with my wife. Gosh there’s somethin’ about those guys that make your heart wanna skip a beat. (BLUSHING)

Everyone stares at Daniel oddly confused.
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DANIEL
(CLEARS THROAT; LOOKING NERVOUS) Anyway, what I’m getting’ at here is that my son deserves to be treated as what he is, my son who is a human being that shares the same feelings and thoughts as we do. If I can accept my son for who he is instead of what we think he should be than why can’t you?

RITA
That was a sweet speech sir, it actually makes me want to reconsider my stance on the gay community.

DANIEL
Really?

RITA 
Heavens no. We don’t want your son here and I know the Principal would agree with me.
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MELODY
Principal Keeler, you’re better than this. Don’t let her hatred cloud your fair judgement.

PRINCIPAL KEELER
(SIGHS) I’m sorry Dean...

JASON
(ANGRY; INTERRUPTS) Oh that is such a dick move Keeler.

PRINCIPAL
Quiet Jason. I’m sorry Dean that I allowed your father to waste his time giving that speech when I should have been escorting you and your siblings to first period.

RITA
What? You’re going to allow him to continue going to school here?
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PRINCIPAL KEELER
Yes, Dean’s father is right. Dean is a good AB student who has a charmingly friendly personality and if any of that can rub off on some of the sour grapes in the bunch then I don’t see anything wrong with that.

RITA
You will be sorry for this. (WALKS AWAY WITH HER PROTESTERS)

DANIEL
Yeah, yeah, blah, blah, blah. Save that soapbox for The 700 Club where they may give a crap to listen to it. Bye, bye.

Dean’s siblings along with students from their school cheer.
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DEAN
(TALKING TO DANIEL) I really owe you a major thank you. You really surprised me when you started defending me the way you did.

DANIEL
I meant every word of it. I may not understand it, but that doesn’t mean I love you any less than before.

Daniel and Dean both give eachother a hug, meanwhile in the background a criminal carrying a gun grabs Principal Keeler who begins yelling for help while the criminal forces him into his car. Daniel is oblivious to what’s happening behind him.


FADE OUT:

END OF ACT THREE

THE END


