“STOOP-IDLY MISGUIDED FAMILY”
EPISODE 6: LAZY DAZE, BUMMER TIMES
by 
Tavores Q. Tye

ACT ONE

FADE IN:
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – AFTERNOON
Jason is sitting on the couch watching TV while tossing cheese puffs into the air and catching them into his mouth. Daniel smacks Jason in the back of his head as soon as he begins to doze off.

JASON
What was that all about?

KARA
We don’t know, could it be for leaving the tea kettle on this morning and almost burning the house down?
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DANIEL
Or drowning the neighbors’ cat to death in our bathtub?

KARA
And let’s not forget how you snuck out of the house to go for a joyride in our car and damaged it backing out of the driveway.

JASON
You make it sound worse than it was, it can be buffed out.

DANIEL
No, it can’t because the front passenger door was smashed in! How did you manage to do that backing out the driveway?
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JASON
I don’t know, I don’t remember anything from yesterday except falling asleep.

DANIEL
Of course you don’t. You wouldn’t remember how to read if it wasn’t for us stuffing you in front of the television every day.

JASON
Ok, so I’ve done some terrible things. Can I go back to sleep now?

DANIEL
No, you’re getting out of the house and doing something productive. 
(CONTINUED)
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
You’re 13 years old and all you do is sit on your lazy ass eating, farting, and sleeping for days straight.

JASON
(GASPS) You can’t do that! I can’t be away from my comfort zone, especially on a Sunday!

KARA
Well that’s too bad, from now on you’re going to find some kind of extracurricular activity to do after school.
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DANIEL
Or you’re gonna start holding people at gunpoint for money to help us pay these outrageously high bills.

Kara angrily looks at Daniel

DANIEL
(TALKING TO KARA) Hey, Money is money no matter how much it talks, bleeds, or inhales drugs.

INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL – MONDAY MORNING
Jason, Melody, and their friends are in their 8th grade homeroom for Language Arts class.
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MS. WYNN
Class, as a final midterm project, you’re all going to be working in groups no larger than 5 on making a short film.

JASON
Well there goes another failed assignment going down in the books.

MS. WYNN
Ah Jason, my favorite lethargic dromedary. Your quick decision to give up on an assignment you haven’t started makes failing you for the semester so much easier. After all, what does 40% of your final grade matter anyway?
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JASON
40% huh? Sounds like it’s time for me to get started on a blockbuster film. Trex, how would you like to be apart of my film?  

TREX
Sorry I can’t. I’m partnering up with those guys to do a horror flick. I get to shoot and stab people it’s fun! That reminds me, I have to go to therapy today.

JASON
Crap. If I don’t get someone to help me on this film, I’ll fail the class.

DENNIS
I’ll work with you Jason.
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JASON
Really?

DENNIS
Hell no. 

Dennis punches Jason in the stomach and laughs.

DENNIS (CONTINUED)
You shouldn’t believe everything you hear!

EXT. DOWNTOWN KANSAS CITY – MONDAY AFTERNOON
Jason is on his way walking home looking troubled and upset.
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JASON
(MUMBLES) Find an extracurricular activity and make a film for a school project grade. That’s like asking me to go to Mars and sleep with a dozen aliens to save Earth from mass slavery. (SIGHS) 

Jason trips over a teen bum’s can.

TRAVIS
Hey, watch where you’re walking bro, you’re messing up our goodwill circle.

JASON
Oh sorry, I wasn’t paying attention.
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TRAVIS
(THINKING) Wait a minute I know you...you’re that kid that conned that old lady into buying you a burger when you told her you were dying of Leukemia.

JASON
Oh yeah. Good times, good times.

TRAVIS
Yeah, good times like being the buttwipe that stole $35 out of our Goodwill circle right?

JASON
Uh...no that was my estranged...bastard...cousin.
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TRAVIS
Chillax, it’s cool I’m not gonna hurt you. Come on let me introduce you to my friends.

Travis opens a loose wooden opening that goes to an alley.

TRAVIS (CONTINUED)
This is our hangout and in here we have nicknames, my name is Bummy, this is Shadow.

JASON
Where is he?

Shadow sneaks up behind Jason tapping him on the shoulder which startles Jason.

SHADOW
Sup brah.
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TRAVIS
That’s Rainbow.

RAINBOW
May peace, love, and harmony be with you.

Rainbow sprinkles some type of dust on Jason which turns out to be Angel dust. Jason laughs.

TRAVIS
There’s our Rosebud.

ROSEBUD
(MUMBLES IN LOW TONE VOICE) Cool.

TRAVIS
And you can be Scrub.
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Travis and his friends begin chanting the name “Scrub”.

JASON
Scrub? I like that, it has a nice ring to it.

BUMMY (TRAVIS)
Cool, you’ll fit in great with us.

CUT TO:

MONTAGE – JASON HANGING OUT WITH HIS NEW FRIENDS
· Bummy tears up Rainbow’s clothes to make it appear she was attacked.
· Shadow sneaks up behind one of the townspeople and steals his wallet.
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· Bummy and his friends blame the attack on a random old man passing by; townspeople rally up to beat up the old man.
· Jason and his new friends steal from the back of a food truck delivering to a supermarket.
· Jason, Rainbow, Rosebud and Shadow distract a group of panhandlers while Bummy (Travis) steals what little money they have and they all run off.
· Jason and his friends randomly are running gleefully through a field of corn on a farm until a farmer with a shotgun fires warning shots to scare them off.

END MONTAGE

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. STOOP HOME/KITCHEN – EVENING
KARA
So, were you able to find an extracurricular activity to do after school?

JASON
You bet, and it’s something you wouldn’t expect me to be a part of.

KARA
(GASPS) You joined the Debate Team?!

JASON
(NONSHALANT TONE) Uh yeah, whatever.
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KARA
Wow, our son debating the social issues of society, I’m so proud of you!

DANIEL
(LOOKING UNCOMFORTABLE ON THE COUCH) I’m proud of you too son. Geez, trying to sit on this couch is like getting ready to take a dump in the Grand Canyon.

STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – NEXT DAY
DEAN
Ok everyone, welcome to our first filming session on our movie, “Fraternity Boys.”. Jason is M.I.A for some reason so we’ll have to do as much of the movie as we can without him.
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ANA
Fraternity Boys? What is this some kind of gay porno?

DEAN
How the heck am I supposed to know, I didn’t write the script...(TAKING TO MELODY)It’s not is it?

MELODY
No, but I chose to write a drama because I was in a pissed off mood today.

The doorbell rings.

ANA
Trex, what are you doing here?
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TREX
I got kicked out of my own group after my obsession with the stabbing scene between me and my partner with a fork. (BURSTS OUT) I’M TRYING TO GET HELP OKAY!! Anyway, can I join your group?

DEAN
Uh, ok sure.

TREX
What’s the movie about?

MELODY
Well it’s called “Fraternity Boys” and...
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TREX
Hmm...sounds like a gay porno.

MELODY
(UPSET) It’s NOT! It’s a dramedy about 4 guys who go through the trials and tribulations of life at a fraternity in college. There’s Adam the silly, but cocky teen boy who doesn’t take life seriously. Donovan, the leader of the fraternity. Eddy, the shy kid, and Marcus the bad boy with a heart of gold.

TREX
Eh, I don’t know it still sounds like a gay film, a gay film that would fit into the cliché theme of Lifetime network.
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DEAN
I get dibs on Donovan, I like to be the one on top.

ANA
(TEASING) I bet you do. (LAUGHS)

DEAN
(PUNCHES ANA IN THE ARM) Shut up.

MELODY
There’s no need to pick parts, I specifically wrote everyone’s part to fit their personality. 

Everyone starts groaning and complaining.

Draft - 4/13/11 – Page 21.

DEAN
As Jason’s understudy, I object to this decision. Ana and I are only volunteering to help. So with that, you’re going to step in and dress up as one of the characters. Try to look as much like a butch as possible.

MELODY
Forget it, I refuse to dress up as a man for this dumb movie I came up with while I was half-asleep slobbing on the couch.

DEAN
Too bad, I guess you’ll just have to live with getting your first F ever.

MELODY
F? (STARTS TO LOOK AS IF SHE’LL FAINT)
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CUT TO:

INT. STOOP HOM/LIVING ROOM – LATER
Dean is sitting in a Director’s chair with a bullhorn when Melody comes in from upstairs dressed up as a boy.

MELODY
(SARCASTIC TONE) I’m ready for my close-up.

DEAN
It’s about time, you were up there like 40 minutes, it doesn’t take long for you to look like a man. You have the facial structure of a man’s face with an unusually visible Adam’s apple to boot. Alright, let’s start from scene one with the wheelchair accident. Trex, where’s your wheelchair? You’re supposed to be crippled.
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TREX
I know, but I don’t think I could pretend to be paralyzed; it seems like a bad karma thing you know?

DEAN
Here’s an idea. I’ll take our granddad’s cane and beat you with it until you can’t move off the floor for real. Will that work for you?

TREX
No.

DEAN
Then get in the wheelchair!
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RODNEY
What are you kiddos up to?

MELODY
They’re helping Jason well me film a movie for a school project.

RODNEY
A movie eh? I might can help.

DEAN
Have you filmed movies before granddad?

RODNEY
A few amateur Jackass type movies here and there.
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DEAN
Okay, would you like to help us out with this movie?

RODNEY
Eh, I guess, but let me see the script first. (SKIMS OVER THE SCRIPT) What the heck is this? A gay porno?

MELODY
(ANNOYED TONE; SIGHS) No, it’s a stupid dramedy.

RODNEY
Drama and stupidity. I can work with that.
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ANA
(PULLING DEAN ASIDE) I don’t think it would be wise to have grandpa helping.

DEAN
Why not?

ANA
Remember what happened when granddad volunteered to direct the Civil War play when we were nine?

CUT TO:

INT.ELEMENTARY SCHOOL/AUDITORIUM – 2008 (FLASHBACK)
The Stoop children along with other students are performing a re-enactment of the Civil War.

Draft - 4/13/11 – Page 27.

JASON
(AS ROBERT E. LEE) Grant, you old sly hick! I should kick your sorry ass from here to the bluegrass fields of Kentucky!

The parents in the audience gasps.

DEAN
(AS ULYESSES S. GRANT) I like to see you try you preppy prick!

JASON
(AS ROBERT E. LEE) I don’t have to, I’ll shoot you instead! (SHOOTS DEAN WITH WATER GUN FILLED WITH KETCHUP)

DEAN
(AS ULYESSES S. GRANT) Oooo! I’ve been shot in the balls!
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Dean falls flat on the stage floor as if he’s dead.

JASON
(AS ROBERT E. LEE) Yes! The Union has won the war! Now I will sleep with Grant’s wife. Come here girl!

The parents are gasping in shock and disgust from what they are seeing.

DANIEL
(TALKING TO KARA) How come we never tried that kind of foreplay in bed before?

The flashback ends and goes to Jason hanging out with his bum friends in the alley.

END FLASHBACK
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EXT. DOWNTOWN KANSAS CITY – NEXT DAY
Daniel and Kara are driving through town passing down the same street where Jason and his new friends are.

KARA
I wonder what Jason is debating about today? Global Warming or Global Cooling?

DANIEL
I don’t care as long as that debate club is making him smarter. It’s gotta be better than having to take those remedial classes.

KARA
You can’t deny his reading comprehension and math skills really improved when he took those classes.
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DANIEL
That’s because he was the smartest idiot in the class. He was the only one who could spell remedial without looking in a dictionary.

KARA
Oh my God! Is that Jason panhandling?!!

DANIEL
WHAT?! 

Daniel quickly hits the brakes causing Kara to hit her nose on the dashboard.

KARA
OW!

Draft - 4/13/11 – Page 31.

DANIEL
Oh, heh, heh sorry sugarbear. 

Daniel hands her a couple of napkins to stop her nosebleed.

KARA
Jason Angus Stoop what in the world are you doing?

ROSEBUD
(SLOW, DEEP VOICE) Your middle name is Angus like the Angus burger.

JASON
This isn’t the time Rosebud.
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DANIEL
I can’t believe that I actually thought for a second you would be in a debate club. The only thing you’ve ever debated is whether or not you can pee from out of your bedroom window without getting caught. You have greatly disappointed us, we just found out your mother is suffering from a terminal disease that makes her have constant nosebleeds.

KARA
What?

DANIEL
Every moment you’re out here lying about your bumming on the streets, your mother is DYING from a flood of blood leaking out of her nose. 
(CONTINUED)
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
Is that what you want? Do you want to be responsible FOR KILLING YOUR OWN MOTHER THIS WAY?

JASON
(YELLING) NO! Stop it! Just...wait? Why am I falling for this crap? You’re trying to guilt trip me! Well it’s not gonna work! I’m finally out and about on my own with friends I like to hang out with and now you want to take that away from me? Forget it, I’m staying right here.

KARA
But Jason...
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DANIEL
No Kara, he’s become one of them now, if lying about you having a terminal disease wasn’t enough to convince him to come home then he’s probably a loss cause now. Come on let’s go.

Daniel and Kara walk away, but moments later Daniel tries to grab Jason while he’s not looking, but Jason quickly grabs onto a pole nearby. Daniel gives up and lets him go. His parents drive off, Jason starts to look doubtful about the decision he just made.


FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL/CLASSROOM – LATER
Melody along with her classmates is looking at one of the students’ film projects.

TREX
Whoa. There sure is a lot of violence in this movie. Oh! I think the best part is coming up.

A lot of snapping is heard in the background.

TREX
Oh sh...

MS. WYNN
Shhh!
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Screaming is then heard in the background as well as several gunshots.

MS. WYNN
That was a very intriguing film, Victoria and Zach your team gets an A+. Ok Melody, I can’t wait for your team to make my day.

MELODY
Oh, I got a bad feeling it’s gonna make my grade go down the toilet.

MELODY
(NARRATING THE FILM) Back during the time of the World War II, there were 4 guys who were best friends in a Fraternity. First there was Eddy.
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MELODY
(AS EDDY) I don’t know my lines...and second of all who am I supposed to be playing again?

MELODY
(NARRATING THE FILM) Next, there was Donovan and Adam.

DEAN
(AS DONOVAN; READING WITH SCRIPT IN HAND) You’re just mad that I kicked your butt in that fight.

Ana as Adam slaps Dean/Donovan. The slap is so cheaply done and poorly edited that it shows Dean/Donovan randomly lying in snow with fake blood all across his face.
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DEAN
(AS DONOVAN) No, don’t go.

Ana/Adam looks back with a sad expression on her face.

MELODY
(NARRATING THE FILM) Oh yeah and there was one other guy, but he wasn’t all that important to the movie.

TREX
(SCRATCHES HIS BUTT) This rash is so freakin’ irritating!

Some dramatic music plays as “Fin” is shown fading to black.
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MELODY
(LOOKING NERVOUS) So, what do you all think?

DENNIS
(LOUD OUTBURST) What the f@$% was THAT?!

MS. WYNN
(SIGHS) Well it sure wasn’t Oscar worthy.

MS. WYNN
Heck it’s not really Razzie Award worthy, but since you’re my favorite student and possibly the only one keeping this school afloat, I’m giving you an 80. Go nuts and enjoy.
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MELODY
In the words of my dimwitted brother, “Alright! I barely defeat failure once again!”

EXT. ALLEY – LATE AFTERNOON
Daniel, on police duty is driving and talking to Kara on the phone.

DANIEL
Sleeping beauty, this is Prince Charming, I got Droopy in target...No, I’m not calling him Droopy because he’s sprung out on drugs right now. He’s fine...What the...? That boy is making out with a 17 year old girl! I gotta make my move now.
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DANIEL
(DRESSED AS A TEENAGER) Wassup mah peeps! What’s poppin’?

BUMMY
Aren’t you Scrub’s old man?

DANIEL
Uh no...(LOOKING AROUND AWKWARDLY)

BUMMY
Okay...well if you wanna hang out with us, you need to get us some grab and some dough. That guy looks like a goldmine, why don’t you and Jason clean out his pockets and we’ll create a distraction.
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Jason looks at his dad hesitating to move; Daniel looks disappointed at Jason because he’s worried he’ll make the wrong decision. Jason gets ready to follow the man when Daniel handcuffs Jason.

SHADOW
You are Scrub’s dad.

DANIEL
That’s right, if you don’t leave now all of you will be in handcuffs too.

BUMMY
Come on, let’s go. If I get booked, he’ll find out about my multiple warrants for cage dog fighting at the Taco Bell down the street.

Bummy and his friends run off.
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JASON
Why did you do that?

DANIEL
Because like every other male in this family, you have a part in your brain that will automatically make you do stupid things, I had to stop you. If I didn’t, another cop undercover would have seen you stealing and you would be heading off right to juvy.

JASON
So you knew they were gonna end up setting me up eventually.
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DANIEL
Ah, I’m sorry son. At least it’s better you found out this way.

JASON
Yeah, I guess so...Uh one question dad.

DANIEL
Shoot.

JASON
How did mom really get the nosebleed?

DANIEL
She busted her nose on the car dashboard.
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JASON
(LAUGHS) That’s kinda funny.

DANIEL
(LAUGHS) Yeah, it kinda is. (LAUGHS LOUDER) She’s such a klutz.

Jason and Daniel start laughing together.

KARA
(VOICE HEARD FROM PHONE) I can hear you two laughing at me.

DANIEL
Oh crap! Your mother is telepathically eavesdropping on us talking about her!
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[bookmark: _GoBack]
Daniel, oblivious to the fact that Kara’s voice was coming from his phone screams panicking, drops his phone on the ground and he and Jason cowardly run to the police car. 

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT THREE

THE END
