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EPISODE 5: GIRL POWER

by
Tavores Q. Tye 

ACT ONE

FADE IN:
INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL/HALLWAY - DAY
			COLBY
I saw you didn’t try out for the baseball team again this year. How come?
			ANA
I don’t know, I’m starting to get tired of it, I wanna try something new. 
Ana sees a poster announcing football tryouts.
			ANA
That’s it! I’ll try out for football!
			COLBY
Football? Can girls even play on the school football team?
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			ANA
I don’t see why not, I play football with you and your friends at the park all the time.
			COLBY
I’ve also seen how you play with your family at the park too.
FLASHBACK TO:
EXT. PARK – LAST SUMMER
Ana and her family are in the park playing football, Ana runs to catch the ball when she severely tackles Rodney to the ground, leaving him motionless on the ground
			RODNEY
Whoa, I haven’t felt this much pain since I watched the roasting of Bob Saget on Comedy Central.
The flashback ends and goes back to the school
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ASHLEY
Well, I guess “girls will be boys.”

ANA
And I guess “Botox can’t fix noses that were broken by me.”

ASHLEY 
(LAUGHS) You better watch yourself Stoop girl. I would hate for the rest of your middle school career to be a miserable one.

ANA
Breathing the same toxic air as yours is miserable enough for me thank you. 

Ana picks the pen to sign her name on the roster
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COLBY
Are you sure you wanna do this? I mean me and my friends can be tough playing football, but these guys are monsters on a football field.

ANA
Colby, there’s nothing those guys can do to me, I’m sure my family will support me on this.

CUT TO:
INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – DAY
After Ana tells her family the news of her trying out for the school football team, they all begin to laugh.

Ana
I’m so glad you guys are having such a laugh riot out of this.
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Daniel 
(Laughs) Were sorry pumpkin, but you playing on a football team?! (LAUGHS) I need some water and a napkin.

Kara
Ana’s right, we shouldn’t be laughing at her, we should be encouraging her to play.

Jason
Get serious mom, nobody is gonna let a girl play on a school football team. It’s like the only sport left that hasn’t been “gayinized”.

Ana
That’s not true!
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Kara
I’m sorry honey, but there is a little truth to that.

Ana
I don’t care what you all think, I’m going to play on the school’s football team and I’m gonna be the best player on that whole team! 

She storms out of the living room.

Melody
I guess the upside is she’ll need bigger shoulder pads than she’ll need a bigger cup size.
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INT. MAPLE PARK MIDDLE SCHOOL - THE NEXT DAY
The boys who are on the school football team are training outside on the football field.

FOOTBALL COACH
Alright gentlemen, welcome to football tryouts, first off...

ANA
Uh excuse me, but I think you mean lady and gentlemen.

FOOTBALL COACH
I see...and your name is?

ANA
Ana, Ana Stoop.
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FOOTBALL COACH
Ok, Ana Stoop. Let me help point you in the direction of the cheerleading squad where you belong.

ANA
That’s not fair; you can’t discriminate against me because I’m a girl trying out for the football team. I’m just as good if not better than any of these guys.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #1
You wish.
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FOOTBALL COACH
(SIGHS) I don’t approve of this, and probably most of the school board won’t either, but hey screw em’ I didn’t get my 10% pay rise so why should I give a crap. Stoop, you’re on the team.

Ana
(GASPS) Really?! But don’t you want to see how good I am first?

FOOTBALL COACH
(UNCONCERNED SIGH) I really don’t care. (WALKS AWAY)

ANA
Woo hoo! 
Ana starts dancing until she notices the angry glares from her new teammates.
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Ana 
(NERVOUSLY LAUGHS)Is anyone interested in me paying them money not to beat me up?

The boys on the football team close in around Ana and everything fades out to black.


FADE OUT:


END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. STOOP HOME/UPSTAIRS HALLWAY – AFTERNOON
Ana, appearing to be beaten up is walking to her bedroom, Daniel can be seen in the bathroom struggling to fix the broken toilet.

Daniel 
(FIXING THE TOILET)Hey pumpkin, how was school today?

ANA
Awful, I got beat up at football tryouts today.

DANIEL
(DISTRACTED; NOT LISTENING) Ok, glad you had a good day. 
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Daniel is screwing on a loose valve on the toilet. He pushes down on the handle to test the flush, but instead it strangely causes the showerhead to burst and a hose of water shoots out. He grabs a bucket to hold the water back, but the pressure is so strong that it knocks Daniel into the tub and the shower drapes on top of him while the water is drowning him.

DEAN
You still workin’ on that toilet dad?

DANIEL
(CHOKING ON WATER) HELP!

DEAN
I agree that new show Help was pretty good last night. (WALKS AWAY)

Dean passes by Ana’s room and sees her crying.

DEAN
Ana? Were you...crying?
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ANA
NO! (SNIFFING; WIPING AWAY TEARS) And if you tell anyone otherwise, I’ll kick your ass.

DEAN
Point noted. So be honest with me, what’s up with the black eye?

ANA
(SIGHS) My teammates hate me for getting a spot on the football team.

DEAN
I’m sorry; I wish I knew what to do to help. Maybe we should hang out at the park, there’s some cute guys there, maybe that will distract you for a while.
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ANA
You’re not helping me.

DEAN
You’re right, that’s something I would want you to do for me to cheer me up. I’m no good at this; this is more of a mom and dad type of thing. I think we should tell mom what’s going on.

ANA
No, don’t!

DEAN
Mom, there’s something Ana would like to tell you.

KARA
(GASPS) What happened to your eye?
Draft – 4/1/11 - Page 15.

ANA
It’s nothing serious, I just had a  disagreement with someone.

DEAN
She got into a fight with her new teammates over being on the football team now.

DANIEL
Ana, it’s ok. I know.

ANA
You do?

DANIEL
Yes, I do. 
(CONTINUED)
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DANIEL
You gave yourself a black eye because you were embarrassed to tell us that the football coach fired after putting you on the team. 

ANA
What?

DANIEL
The coach was fired because he refused to take you off the team. He also apparently he took a dump on the hood of the Principal’s car as an act of revenge. This is all a tragedy! Were SCREWED!

MELODY
Wait, I’m confused. Why are you so upset that the coach quit?
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JASON
Because bookworm, this is the year were supposed to play our longtime rivals again. The Vikings.

DANIEL
They have been undefeated for 20 years now. Their football team is like raging steroids. We gotta find a new coach soon or we’ll have to forfeit this season.

MELDOY
I doubt they are tough as raging steroids.

DANIEL
They wouldn’t be if they didn’t take them.
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DEAN
Isn’t that illegal?

DANIEL
Son, this is middle school football were talking about. Heh, nobody cares.

ANA
So, who are we gonna get to coach the team in less than a week from our first game?

CUT TO:

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD – DAY
The football players including Ana are waiting on their new football coach to arrive.
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JASON
Hey everyone, I’m Jason and I am your new football coach.

ANA
You’ve got to be kidding me.

JASON
I’m gonna keep my coaching short and simple. I order you all to go play a scrimmage game while I go sleep over here listening to music on my iPhone.

Jason walks over to the bleachers and Ana follows right behind him.

ANA
Uh...Mr. Coach, how are we gonna train and prepare for our first game if you’re over here sleeping your butt off?
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JASON
Let me ask you a question sis, you know how to play football?

ANA
Duh.

JASON
Then most of my work here is done. 

Jason puts on sunglasses and lies across the bleachers.

CUT TO:

ANA AND HER TEAM TRAINING (MONTAGE)
· Jason is passed out with junkfood covered all over his body.
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· Football team is playing football when the ball hits Jason in the head
· Jason rolls down the bleachers landing on his stomach from the hit.
· Ana grabs Jason’s bullhorn and blows it loudly into his ear to wake him up.

INT. LOCKER ROOM – NIGHT
Ana and her teammates are looking nervous and anxious about their first game of the season.


FOOTBALL PLAYER
There’s no way were gonna win, were not ready.

ANA
Don’t say that, were going to win, We shouldn’t be intimidated by those guys out there. We can drill the crap out of them with our hands crossed behind our backs. So let’s get out there and kick some Cobra tail!
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Ana and her teammates do a bulldog chant, put on their helmets, and head out to the football field. Everyone is cheering until Ana comes out, suddenly they become silent. A few seconds later, Ana’s family starts cheering for her.


			KARA
Yay Ana!

			DANIEL
You wipe the field with them cupcake!

Ana starts to smile as she puts her helmet back on.

			DEAN
Hey, where’s Jason? Shouldn’t he be out on the field by now?

CUT TO:

EXT. GIRL’S HOUSE – NIGHT
GIRL’S P.O.V
She is talking with Jason who is trying to charm her into giving him something he wants.
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JASON
Now that I know your name and you know mine, how about some boob action?

Jason is slapped by the girl.

JASON
Ok, one boob then.

The girl slaps hime again.

JASON
Can I at least pinch you on the butt then?

The girl slams the door in Jason’s face.

GIRL (O.S)
If you’re not gone in two seconds, I’m calling the cops.
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JASON
Boy, the guys were right. She is hard to get. She’s not even attempting to put out. What a waste of a Friday night.

END CUTAWAY

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD – NIGHT
The game starts and Ana’s team is being tackled fiercely by their opponent team. At the end of the game, the score is 27-0.

ANNOUNCER
Oooo! That’s the game folks, an amazing 27 points for the Cobras and a miserable pathetic 0 for the home team the Bulldogs. That’s gotta be a real kick in the paws.

Fans of the home team start booing and throwing objects at Ana’s family; Daniel is hit with an object filled with broken glass.

DANIEL
Hey, watch it, there was broken glass in there!
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FAN #1
We know you loser!

EXT. STOOP HOME – NEXT DAY 
A crowd of angry people are standing outside of the Stoop’s home with protest signs and chanting.


PROTESTERS
1, 2,3,4! Kick Ana Stoop out the door! 2,4,6,8! Keep the old coach that we hate!


KARA
Wow, I never realized how serious sports is to people in this town.


DANIEL
Of course it is Kara, If sports were hot babes, I would be cheating on you left to right every single day right now.
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MELODY
At least they finally ran out of watermelons.

Suddenly a watermelon crashes through the living room window.

DANIEL
This is your fault, you’re fired.


JASON
(LYING ON THE COUCH) Whatever.

DANIEL
You lousy kid, if you weren’t blood, I would so disown you right now.

MELODY
You all have to be blamed for this. You nominated the one person who can’t tie his shoes without bending over losing his breath or catching a migrane.
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DANIEL
Melody’s right. We gotta reanalyze this. We need someone with the brains, motivation, and willpower to rally the Bulldogs as one so we can defeat our longtime rivals, but who?...

Camera is zoomed in on Daniel’s face as he’s thinking and concenrating. Moments after, Ana says something.


DEAN
Uh, dad...

Daniel is being carried out of the house by the angry mob.


DANIEL
I know Dean. Kara, if I’m not back by midnight, get a head start on the funeral arrangements.
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INT. SCHOOL FOOTBALL FIELD – NEXT DAY
The football players sit anxiously waiting to see who their new football coach is.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #1
You better hope this noob is a good coach or you’re gonna pay for screwing up our season.


ANA
You don’t get to threaten me that way, I’m a girl.


FOOTBALL PLAYER #1
You don’t get to play the girl card now that you’re on the team. You get what’s comin to ya like everyone else here.

Suddenly Melody arrives with a duffle bag dressed in sweatpants and jacket, and a cap, revealing that she is the new football coach.
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FOOTBALL PLAYER #2
Who are you?

MELODY
I’m Melody Stoop, your new football coach.

The football players grunt in anger.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #1
Another one of these chicks? This has got to be some kind of sick twisted joke. If your sister is coaching us, I’m quitting the team right now.

MELODY
(SARCASTIC) Thank you for your warm welcome. I really feel like a valued member of the team.
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FOOTBALL PLAYER #3
How do we know you’re any more qualified to coach us than your brother? You could be as sorry as him.

MELODY
Let’s find out. You and me on the field now.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #3
Are you serious?

MELODY
Yeah, I want you to show your friends just how sorry I am.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #3
Ok, if you don’t mind being humiliated.

Melody manages to make a touchdown considering she never played or knows anything about football.
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ANA
Wow, How did you manage to do that? You’ve never played any sports a day in your life.

MELODY
I was in the library reading Football for Dummies. I had to leave after about 5 minutes though. I got really uncomrtable with the number of people in there reading up on Cruel and Unusual Murders for Dummies.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. SCHOOL GYM – NEXT DAY
Ana and the football players arrive sweaty and tired. Melody is standing next to a markerboard in the middle of the gym.

MELODY
While you guys were doing laps, I came up with a brand new gameplan, guaranteed to not only beat our opponents for this Friday’s game, but also take us all the way to the championship. I call it, Operation: Destroy. The way it works is...

JASON
Drop that marker and step away from the board! I have a way more better gameplan right here.

MELODY
Why are you here? You got fired.

Draft – 4/1/11 - Page 33.

JASON
(LAUGHS) As so you want to believe, I may have been a terrible coach, but I know I can run circles around you.

FOOTBALL PLAYER #4
Actually, she’s a much better coach than you ever were.

JASON
Was I talkin’ to you?

MELODY
Stop wasting my time Jace and just show us what your “gameplan” is.

JASON
Certainly.

Everyone stares in confusion at what appears to be a bunch of circles.
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MELODY
What the heck is that? It’s only a bunch of circles. How do we know who’s the offense and defense?

JASON
Simple. We don’t. The plan is for us to just scatter out, grab the ball from our opponent team and make the winning touchdown!

MELODY
(SARCASTIC TONE) That is such a brillant masterpiece, could I see your clipboard for a second?

Melody smacks Jason in the head with the clipboard.

MELODY
Get out.
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JASON
You can’t make me...

Suddenly, Melody begins aggressively barking like a dog to scare Jason away, it actually works and Jason runs off. Ana and her teammates stare freighteningly confused.


INT. LOCKER ROOM/FOOTBALL FIELD – FRIDAY NIGHT

Melody is briefly talking with the team before they head out to the field.


MELODY
This is crunch time, if we beat the Eagles tonight, we’ll go on to the playoff to play against our rivals The Vikings.

Out of nowhere a cold burst of wind howls in.

MELODY
Whoa, I just got chills after saying that. The important thing is to have fun...ah, that’s bull, it’s to WIN damn it! And I mean WIN!!! 
(CONTINUED)
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MELODY (CONTINUED)
I want you all to nuke the hell out of those Eagles to where they have to be carried off the field in STRETCHERS!!!! 

ANA
Sis, are you gonna be able to handle watching the game tonight? I’m worried you’re gonna have an episode soon.

MELODY
(IN A CALM, HAPPY VOICE) I’m fine! I just get a little worked up when I get into competitive mode. I only envision success in you all because...

Melody aggressively jacks up one of the football players.
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MELODY
(ANGRY, UNSETTLING VOICE; YELLING) Failure is NOT AN OPTION! We fail, I fail and I am NOT gonna be a failure for you bunch of sappy, no good push over PANTSIES! (TRANSITIONING TO A CALM, HAPPY VOICE AGAIN) Now let’s play some FOOTBALL WOO!

Ana and her teammates look scared at what just transpired from Melody; moments later they head out to the field.

DISSOLVES TO:

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD – LATER

ANNOUNCER
Were in the first quarter with 2 minutes left and the Eagles leading with 10, and the Indians trailing with 7. 

Melody balls up paper; starts stomping on it.
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FAN
Wait, I thought we were the Bulldogs?

MELODY
I hated the Bulldogs, so now were the Indians.

FAN
But you can’t...

MELODY
Shutup.

DEAN
It’s amazing how much Melody has changed since she became a football coach. She has some serious anger issues.

JASON
(MUMBLES) She doesn’t seem any less like a bitch than she usually does... 
(CONTINUED)
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JASON (CONTINUED)
(PAUSES) Well she doesn’t! I’m not gonna put up a front about it.

REFEREE
(BLOWS WHISTLE) Interception.

MELODY
(ANGRY YELLING) INTERCEPTION?!!!! ARE YOU FREAKIN’ SERIOUS?!!!

KARA
Melody, why don’t you take a moment to drink a cup of Gatorade…

MELODY
Are you blind or stupid or both?

REFEREE
Go back to your bench young lady.
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MELODY
You wanna know where the interception lies? (KNOCKS HAT OFF OF REFEREE’S HEAD) Your hat being tossed off your blockhead!

REFEREE
This is your last warning, go to your bench.

MELODY
I’m not going anywhere you little twig, do you know I will smoke you up on this field like a crackpipe!

DANIEL
(NERVOUSLY LAUGHS) Come on carebear, let’s go sit down so we can finish the game.

MELODY
Put me down daddy, I’m not finished with that moron yet! Meet me in the parking lot later budy because I’m gonna make sure I mess you up good!
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DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD – ONE HOUR LATER

ANNOUNCER
Were in the 4th quarter with only 15 seconds left and both teams are tied! Can the Indians pull in another 3 points in time to win to advance to their 20 year rivals the Vikings, or will we have to go into overtime to find out? The suspense is chilling. 

Suddenly, the same cool, howling wind Melody felt earlier hits the announcer.


ANNOUNCER (CONTINUED)
Where the heck did that breeze come from?

Everyone is watching as the Indians make a final touchdown with only 1 second left.


ANNOUNCER
That’s the game, The Indians are going to the Championship game!
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All the Indian fans start cheering, crying, shooting firecrackers, and bullets.

DANIEL
I can’t believe it! We won! Were going to the playoffs! I’m so happy I could kiss the ugliest person sitting in these bleachers! 

Daniel turns around to the ugliest person in the world and hysterically screams.

DANIEL (CONTINUED)
YIKES! No thank you!

INT. STOOP HOME/ANA’S BEDROOM – SATURDAY
Ana sits on her bed looking sad with a newspaper in her hand.

KARA
Ana, why aren’t you dressed for the football game?
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ANA
I’m not playing. I just read the paper, do you know I’m not mentioned not once for this past weekend’s game? All the guys are taking credit for the winning touchdown that I made that won us the game. (SIGHS) It’s obviously clear that I’m a burden on the team, so today I’m just a fan enjoying a good game of football.

KARA
Ana, you’re just as important and valuable to that team as anyone else is, and if anyone says different they are just jealous of your remarkable talent for football.

ANA
You think so?

KARA
Of course.
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Daniel, Dean, and Jason bump heads with eachother; Dean and Jason fall towards the wall and Daniel falls down the stairs.

KARA
The first aid kit, I almost forgot the first aid kit.

Ana begins to feel a little more relieved.

EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD – SATURDAY AFTERNOON

DEAN
What’s wrong dad? What are you staring at?

DANIEL
Derrick McFerrin, he used to play for the Vikings when I was in middle school. He nearly crippled me in our last game, now 20 years later he’s the head coach of his former team.
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DERRICK
Daniel, you old chum, how have you been all these years?

DANIEL
Not bad, I would ask how you’re doing, but I think I already know the answer.

DERRICK
Yep, decapitating our opponents into hospitals since 1992. Your team might as well forfit because there’s no way you’re going to defeat us. WERE GONNA DESTROY YOU!

DANIEL
Nice try, but your B.O is one step ahead of ya.

DISSOLVE TO:
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EXT. FOOTBALL FIELD – SATURDAY AFTERNOON/LATER
The game has progressed to the 4th quarter with the Indians, formally the Bulldogs losing to the Vikings.

COLBY
Were getting creamed out there. (TO MELODY) You gotta convince Ana to play.

MELODY
What do you think I’ve been on my hands and knees for the past five minutes trying to do? Tebowing? 

COLBY
Ana, I know joining the football team didn’t turn out to be as great of an experience as you hoped for, but your team needs you.

ANA
No, they don’t. Me being out there isn’t going to change the outcome of the game.
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COLBY
You’re just as important and valuable to that team as anyone else is, and if anyone says different they are just jealous of your remarkable talent for football.

ANA
(BEGINS TO SMILE) Really? Ok, I’m suiting up to play.

KARA
Wait a minute, I told you the same exact thing like 2 hours ago! 

DEAN
Just let it go mom.

Scene shows Ana prepping up in her football uniform and then out on the football field, Ana catches the football and goes for the touchdown that will win the game.
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DANIEL
Oh boy this is it! Our baby girl is gonna get us the long awaited championship! (BLOWS A LOUD HORN OBNOXIOUSLY IN OTHER FANS’ FACES.) GO ANA!!! (blows loud horn again) GO ANA!!! (BLOWS LOUD HORN ONCE AGAIN) GO, GO, GO ANA!!!

ANA (O.S)
I must be dreaming, I’m about to make the touchdown that will once again win us the game, this is the happiest day of my...

It appears that Ana has been severely tackled to the ground by 6 football players from the opponent team, the crword gasps in shock until moments later that Ana wasn’t the one tackled, only someone who resembled her because of his long hair. Ana is seen running down the field easily about to make a touchdown with the ball still in her hands. Once she does, the crowd in support of the Indians break out into uproarous cheers. As Ana and her teammates head back to the bleachers, Melody and Jason pour Gatorade over them in celebration of their long awaited victory. 

DANIEL
HA HA HA! In your freakin’ face McFerrin! (LAUGHS; TAUNTS MCFERRIN)
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DEVON
Ok, your team finally beat us...because of a girl! (LAUGHS)

FAN #1
(DRUNK) He’s right that makes us sissies!

DEXTER
Hey, who are you callin’ a sissy?

Dexter punches the drunk fan into the face which suddenly and randomly starts a brawl among everyone in the bleachers.

ANA
I don’t understand, they should be happy I helped our team win.

DANIEL
Well princess, you winning the playoffs was great and all for us, but to everyone else it would be like me winning Prom Queen. It’s not natural. Umbrellas up.
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Suddenly, debris is thrown at the family.

KARA
(TO ANA) The important thing is you accomplished what noone else thought you would be able to and that’s all that matters.

Glass bottles are now being thrown at the family.


DANIEL
Everyone make a mad dash to the car and don’t look back!


FADE OUT:

END OF ACT THREE

THE END


