STOOP-IDLY MISGUIDED FAMILY

EPISODE 178: SENIOR GRADUATES 

by

Tavores Q. Tye


ACT ONE


INT. COMMUNITY CENTER/LOUNGE –AFTERNOON

Rodney and his army friend are playing Gin Rummy to pass a rather boring afternoon.

RUSTY

(LAUGHS) Looks like someone owes me $50.


RODNEY

Dang! (TAKES A SHOT OF GIN) Doris, do you have fifty bucks I can borrow?

DORIS
NO! You already owe me $250 bucks and my grandmother’s wedding ring from my third marriage from the last two games!

RODNEY
Oh, get over it already. 


(CONTINUED)
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RODNEY (CONTINUED)
That marriage was gonna fail anyway. 
The guy was 19 and ran off to Cancun with your granddaughter and then got remarried to her.

DORIS
He’s gonna come back, you just watch and see!

RODNEY
Yeah, you keep tellin’ yourself that Ms. Kardashian. 

RUSTY
Alright Rodney, fork over the money, I’m waiting.

RODNEY
Rusty you know I’m good for it. How about I offer you one of my kidneys and a lung in the meantime.
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RUSTY
Nice try. You think I’m stupid? You already owe Sonny and Virgil your kidneys and lung and you owe me your brain and your heart from our game I beat you in last week.

RODNEY
Dang, I gotta start keeping a better track record of my lies.

NURSE
Mail call.

RUSTY
If it ain’t Dolly Parton in a bikini drench and lathered in baby oil we don’t want it.

The nurse hands out mail to all the elderly folks; Rodney notices his letter is from North Kansas City High School, he looks with curiosity.
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RODNEY
Hmm, a letter from my old high school? (READING THE LETTER OUTLOUD) Dear Mr. Stoop, we regret to inform you that you along with a few of your other classmates from the Class of 1965 did not officially graduate due to your immediate draft into the Vietnam War during the latter end of your senior year. You must complete one core class in order to receive your high school diploma. 
Pfft, they must be crazy if they think I’m going back to high school for that stupid piece of paper. I already
graduated...graduated the school of hardship and adversity, fighting for our women and children’s freedom back here on the home front and there’s nothing that could happen to change my mind to say otherwise.
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SONNY
Bad news guys, I read in the newspaper Congress just put a hold on our Social Security checks. We ain’t gettin’ paid this year!

All of the seniors gasp at the shocking news.

RUSTY
Those rich Washington bastards!

VIRGIL
Wait? Did he just say Congress is putting gold on our paychecks?

RODNEY
No, Virgil, he said they’re putting a hold on our paychecks.

VIRGIL
MOLD?! WHERE?!
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RODNEY
I said HOLD!

VIRGIL
No I’m not cold; in fact it feels like a godforsaken sauna in here! Somebody turn down the heat for Pete’s sake!

DORIS
Oh dear, what are we gonna do?

RODNEY
Unfortunately, something I have dreaded doing since Bush was in office when I was sure our economic environment would have been completely collapsed.

Scene cuts to McDonalds where Rodney and his friends are now currently working. There is a very long line not only inside, but outside of angry, impatient customers.
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CUSTOMER #1
Hey, what’s the holdup here? I got a meeting to get back to soon!

CUSTOMER #2
Where’s my Double Quarter Pounder Cheesburger?!

CUSTOMER #3
Why haven’t I gotten my McNuggets yet?!!

RODNEY
Ah, SHUT UP! You’ll get that mutant processed crap as soon as it’s ready. How much longer on the food Sonny?

SONNY
Twenty five minutes.

RODNEY
Twenty five minutes?! What are you cookin’ Thanksgiving dinner?
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SONNY
This is a delicate process Ron, every patty has to be treated with love and undivided attention.

RODNEY
It’s frozen beef patties, these people don’t care if it cooks on the sidewalk in the hot sun as long as it’s done in 1 minute or less. (TOUCHING THE GRILL) Why is the grill still cool? Did you turn it on? 

SONNY
I don’t know how to turn it on, I was gonna stick em in the microwave after you leave.

Scene cuts over to Rusty, who is working as the drive thru cashier.

RUSTY
Welcome to McDonnallys Can I take your order please?
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DRIVER
Uh, don’t you mean McDonalds?

RUSTY
Who? My name’s Rusty, can I have your order please so you stop wastin’ my time with the jibber jabber.

DRIVER
Oh, um...I would like a Southern Style Chicken sandwich and a Big Mac, hold the mayo, and a large milkshake.

RUSTY
Would that be all?

DRIVER
No, isn’t there something you would like to ask me?

RUSTY
Like what?
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DRIVER
You know what I’m talking about, say the line for me.

RUSTY
Oh, now I know. (LAUGHS) Me and fellas used to pull this joke all the time at the old burger joints back in day. (LAUGHS) Would you like potato salad with that sir?

Scene cuts back over to Virgil who has taken over for Rodney at the cashier counter.

VIRGIL
Whoa, whoa, whoa, let me make sure I got this right. You want a McBlurry, Ballet O Wish, fried potato skins, and a small order of smokes.

CUSTOMER #4
No you old dusty bonehead, I said I want a McFlurry, Filet O Fish, French fries, and a small order of Coke!
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VIRGIL
Oh, I’m so confused. Can I have the next person in the line please?

CUSTOMER #5
Not until you get my order straighten out you OLD MAN!

RODNEY
What’s the problem?

CUSTOMER #5
This screw up can’t get a simple order right! (BALLING UP HIS FIST) 

VIRGIL
Oh, now I smell like throw up huh? You wanna take me on wise guy? Ok, let’s tango! 

Virgil balls up both of his fists which are shaking uncontrollably.
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RODNEY
Knock it off Virgil; your Parkinson’s is starting to act up again.

SONNY
Rod, I could use your help.

Sonny is standing around looking confused as the kitchen is engulfed in flames.

CUSTOMER #5
Forget this; I’m sick of dealing with a moron who can’t take an order better than my dead grandma.

VIRGIL
You dare insult my mother?!

CUSTOMER #5
What?

VIRGIL
Prepare for the butt whipping of your life! 
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Virgil takes off his belt, which in result causes his work pants to fall down to his knees.

VIRGIL (CONTINUED)
Now pull down your britches so I can give you a good spanking!

CUSTOMER #5
Stay away from me!

Virgil is slowly chasing the customer with his belt in hand while his pants are still down to his knees.

DORIS
Oh dear, so much chaos! Maybe I should provide some entertainment.

Doris rolls out a record player which plays an old 50’s song. She starts dancing, but she gets carried away when she begins to shimmy and her saggy breasts pinwheel in a clockwise fashion.

RUSTY
Sees, somethin’ ain’t right about them things galloping around like that. 
(CONTINUED)
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RUSTY (CONTINUED)
I thought them girls are supposed to bounce up and down, not propel like a Boeing 707.

INT. MCDONALDS/MANAGER’S OFFICE – LATE AFTERNOON
Rodney, Rusty, Virgil, Sonny, and Doris are sitting in the office where they are having a meeting with their manager.

MANAGER
I called you all in here to lay it on you straight. I have to let you all go.

VIRGIL
Oh good you’re letting us go take a bathroom break because my bladder fells like it’s about to explode.

SONNY
He’s talking about firing us nitwit.



Draft – 2/29/12 - Page 15.

RODNEY
It’s only been our first day. We’re not gonna get paid if you fire us now.

MANAGER
I’m sorry, but you all have caused nothing but trouble since you clocked in this morning. You almost burned the restaurant down to the ground.

SONNY
This is age discrimination! I’m callin’ it!

RUSTY
I demand the Organization for Working Senior Citizens get involved to stop this injustice!

MANAGER
No such organization exists and if they did I’m sure they would be the ones who would highly recommended that I fire you all.
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RUSTY
Oh, then in that case, I rest my peace.

VIRGIL
Wh-wh-what? Someone’s resting in peace? Who died?

DORIS
Oh pipe down you big dummy.

VIRGIL
Huh? You gotta speak up; I can’t hear you over the telephone ringing in my ear. Hello? This is Virgil speaking. Hello? Hello? Heh, they hung up. Must of been telemarketers. Dang telemarketers always callin’ while at home. (PAUSES) What is this place?

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – EVENING
The Stoop family is watching TV as Rodney enters in still wearing his McDonalds work clothes.

JASON
(LAUGHS) So it is true! You did get a job at McDonalds! (LAUGHS HARDER)

DANIEL
Aw, our little dung beetle got off his lazy butt and landed him a job. Isn’t that precious!

Daniel squeezes on Rodney’s cheek.

RODNEY
Get off of my face; it’s already morphing into Silly Putty. I don’t have the job anymore I got fired. I only got the job because my Social Security check got put on hold for the rest of the year.
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ANA
That’s terrible grandpa, maybe you can find... (LAUGHS) I’m sorry but the idea of you working at a fast food place... (LAUGHS AGAIN) Old people are funny.

RODNEY
Ah, Screw the job, I realized I’m not gonna be able to survive in the real world without a high school diploma. That’s why I’m going back to high school.

The Stoop family stares in disbelief.

RODNEY
I’m serious; I just need my boy’s help in enrolling me for this semester.

DANIEL
No way, if you want to get back into high school you do it yourself.
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RODNEY
I gave you life!

DANIEL
You gave me nightmares!

Daniel and Rodney have a stern face off with eachother for several seconds.

CUT TO:

INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH SCHOOL/HALLWAY – MORNING
This scene starts off from Daniel’s P.O.V where we only see Daniel’s face from the neck up as he’s talking and walking down the hallway.

DANIEL
Ah, the cluttered hallways, the old time class bell, crappy lunches, the hot girls, the jocks and the nerds, the jocks beating up the nerds for being know-it-all brainaics. (TEARS UP) Brings back so many great memories! Aren’t you guys excited?
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Zooming out, we see Rodney and his friends are sitting in chained wagons, almost like train cars with them dressed in more trendy clothes.

RODNEY
What do you think? These clothes make us look dumb.

VIRGIL
Your bottom has gone numb too?

DANIEL
I was doing you all a favor by having you wear these clothes and not making you look like worn out bags and hags.

KARA
Oh Daniel look, its Principal Sanders. I can’t believe after all these years he’s still here.
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DANIEL
Principal Sanders, the fun we used to have with that man during our time in high school...

CUT TO

FLASHBACK MONTAGE – HIGH SCHOOL YEARS 1995-1998
INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH/HALLWAY – FRESHMAN YEAR
Daniel and his friend Jeremy take a roll of paper towels rolled out with both running on each side of the rolled out paper towels and slap it into their Principal’s face covering him in makeup that makes him appear to look like a clown. They laugh as they continue running away.

INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH/HALLWAY – SOPHMORE YEAR
Principal Sanders gets ready to walk into one of the classrooms, he pulls on the doorknob and green goo falls on his head. Once again Daniel and Jeremy laugh at his embarrassment. 
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INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH/AUDITORIUM – JUNIOR YEAR
While giving a speech in the auditorium, Daniel, along with Jeremy and Harvey pull down Principal Sanders’ pants in front of the student body.

INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH/AUDITORIUM – SENIOR YEAR
Principal Sanders gets ready to walk into his office and catches Daniel and Kara making out in his office. Daniel is intoxicated during this time.

PRINCIPAL KEELER (O.S)
What in the...?!

DANIEL (O.S)
(18, DRUNK) High school rules!

END FLASHBACK MONTAGE

DANIEL 
(CHUCKLES) Watch this. Hi Principal Sanders, long time no see.
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Daniel sticks a note on the back of Principal Sanders’ back.

PRINCIPAL SANDERS
Leave my school now before I have the police haul you out.

DANIEL
No problem.

The sign reads, “I’m a big douche, throw turd on me.” Daniel bursts out into infectious laughter until he notices that Principal Sanders finds and reads the sign looking very furious.

DANIEL
Uh oh, he’s movin’ fast!

Daniel runs out of the school knocking down Rodney who then falls over knocking down his friends.

SONNY
Help! We’ve fallen and can’t get up! Anybody have their Life Alert bracelets on? 
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DORIS
No.

RODNEY
Nope.

RUSTY
Na uh.

VIRGIL
I think I have to pee again.

INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH SCHOOL/CLASSROOM

TEACHER
Class, I want you to meet our new students.

MALE STUDENT
Aren’t these dudes kinda old to be in high school?
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RODNEY
And if we are what’s it to ya smartass?

MALE STUDENT
You don’t scare us old man.

RODNEY
You wanna be scared? How about this for scared. Fighting a long, gruesome agonizing war in a bewildering jungle, sometimes not knowing your allies from your enemies in the choking hot and humid air in the summer and brutal cold, rainy and damp air in the winter where any single wrong move meant you being captured, tortured and beaten for days and nights on end even well after you gone out of consciousness. 

MALE STUDENT
Whoa, that is SO AWESOME! You dudes are hangin’ out with us.
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CUT TO

MONTAGE – RODNEY AND FRIENDS HANGING OUT WITH TEENS
· WEEK ONE - SENIOR JOCKS TRYING TO TEACH RODNEY, RUSTY, SONNY, AND VIRGIL HOW TO PLAY SPORTS AGAIN.
· WEEK TWO - SENIOR KIDS TEACHING SONNY AND RUSTY HOW TO SPIT RHYMES.
· WEEK THREE - SENIOR CHEERLEADERS GIVING DORIS A MAKEOVER. 
· WEEK FOUR – JOCKS HELPING VIRGIL TALK GAME WITH DORIS TO TAKE HER OUT ON A DATE.
· WEEK FIVE – SENIOR TEENS TEACH RODNEY AND HIS FRIENDS HOW TO DO POPULAR DANCES THAT APPEAL TO TEENS AND THEY PIMP OUT SONNY’S CAR, AFTERWARDS GOING ON A JOYRIDE.

END MONTAGE

EXT. CRIMSON STREET – AFTERNOON
Rodney arrives to the Stoop’s home in Sonny’s now pimped out Cadillac with very high shiny rims and a fiery flashy paint job.
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INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – AFTERNOON
AS Rodney enters The Stoop home, he says goodbye to his friends.

RODNEY
Yo, I’ll hit you guys up later. See ya!

Daniel is standing in front of Rodney who is preoccupied texting on his phone. Daniel looks at Rodney angrily with his arms folded tapping his right foot impatiently.

DANIEL
Your math teacher called today. He said you’re failing his Trigonometry class.

RODNEY
Forrealz? 

DANIEL
Yes, forrealz. You only have a few more weeks until graduation so you need to stop hanging around with your buddies at all times of the night and start studying so you can bring your grades up.
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RODNEY
Pfft, whatev.

DANIEL
Wh-wh...Did you just say whatev to me? Listen here, this is my house and as long as you’re shacking up here you’ll obey my rules and do whatever I tell you to do.

RODNEY
You can’t tell me what to do; I’m a grown 17 year old man. I’ll do whatever the hell I want to do, when I want to do it, and wherever I want to do it.

DANIEL
You’re a 65 year old fartball.

RODNEY
It doesn’t matter I feel 17 and I’m gonna continue having fun like I’m 17 so deal with it.
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DANIEL
You want me to treat you like you’re 17, that’s how I’ll treat you. You’re grounded! No texting, no video games, no Facebook, no friends, and no prom!

RODNEY
You can’t do that! ZOMGWTFBBQ! This family is SO LAME! I HATE YOU!

Rodney storms upstairs and slams ones of bedroom doors.

MELDOY
Not to question your affirmative and authoritative decision on the matter, but don’t you think you were being a little hard on grandpa? He just wants the opportunity to recapture that remaining part of his teenage years he missed while deployed in the Vietnam War. 

CONTINUED
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MELODY (CONTINUED)
I’m sure if I offered him some tutoring he’ll be able to turn that failing grade into at least a C just in time for the finals.

CUT TO

INT. STOOP HOME/BATHROOM – LATER
Rodney is giving Melody a Swirly in the toilet.

MELODY
Why are you picking on me?

RODNEY
Because you’re the dork, it’s the law of the land. While your head is buried in the toilet, can you try and fetch my top row of dentures?
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INT. STOOP HOME/DEAN AND JASON’S BEDROOM – EVENING
Rodney is having a conversation with Jason, Dean, and Ana.

RODNEY
Our old man is being so unbelievably uncool grounding me. He just hates on me because I know how to have fun than be a tightass who lacks swag.

DEAN
Swag? You don’t wanna have swag granddad.

RODNEY
Why not? I’m practically basking in it.

DEAN
Because that would mean you’re a Slowly Worn-Out Aging Geezer.
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JASON
You got it all wrong bro; swag now means a Smelly, Watered-Down, Air Head Goat.

RODNEY
I don’t have any swag.

ANA
We know grandpa; you never did and if anyone else says otherwise they’re wrong.

RODNEY
Damn right! 

Dean, Ana and Jason leave out of the room while Rodney receives a text message on his phone from Sonny reading, “R U goin to the Prom 2nite?” Rodney replies, “Yea, I have to sneak out, on lockdown rite now.” Sonny replies back, “Having a son sux” and lastly Rodney replies back, “LOL I know rite?” Rodney sneaks out of the house through the bedroom window sliding down a nearby tree where he meets his friends in their car.
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SONNY
About time you showed up, I was getting tired of seeing Rusty and Doris make out in the backseat of my car.

RUSTY
Hey no one’s tellin’ ya to stick your eyes in our business.

VIRGIL
You two own a business? What do you sell? I hope its Depend; I’m running low on diaper underwear.

RUSTY
You and me are gonna make a baby tonight babe!

DORIS
I can’t have a baby; I went through menopause 20 years ago.
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RUSTY
Oh right! I won’t need these!

Rusty throws a surgical glove out the car

DORIS
H-h-how exactly would that have worked as protection?

RUSTY
I cut the fingers of the glove off, five fingers would last me the rest of my lifetime which is about 10 years if I stop drinking while I take my prescription meds.

RODNEY
Let’s party like its 1965 which we didn’t get to do in 1965!
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Rodney and his friends cheer, turn on the radio in which the song “(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction” by The Rolling Stones plays as they take off to the Prom.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – EVENING
Daniel goes to answer the phone, it turns out to be Rodney on the phone.


DANIEL
Hello? Dad? Where are you? You’re at the Prom? You better get back home right now or I’ll...I can do what to myself? Oh that’s it! (HANGS UP PHONE)

KARA
What’s wrong Daniel? What happened to Rodney?

DANIEL
Oh nothing, he’s enjoying himself at the Prom and said I should take some time to screw myself. Other than that, all is great. 
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
(SIGHS) Watching after dad is a chore and I’m tired of being bothered. Looking at paint dry on a wall would be less work. I’m not gonna do anything else with him. He does what he wants to do and I’ll go back to withholding my responsibilities on our own four children.

ANA
Dad do you think you can help us with our science project?

DANIEL
Eh, can’t you get your mom to do it?

Kara sternly stares at Daniel

DANIEL
Well when I said all that crap I didn’t mean starting tonight.
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INT. HOTEL/BALLROOM – NIGHT
Rodney and his friends arrive to the Prom looking pumped and excited.

VIRGIL
Oh boy, were finally here! Time for me to Boogie Woogie!

SONNY
The last time you tried to Boogie Woogie, you got a boogie on your woogie while doing the Truffle Shuffle. 

VIRGIL
I caught a muscle spasm and accidently tripped.

SONNY
Six times?

VIRGIL
(YELLING) I have weak knees!
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Rodney and his friends are observing the teenagers and see they look very disinterested in being at their Prom.

RUSTY
Ah, this prom is so boring; I had more fun getting a colonoscopy exam. I was getting some intimate action then.

RODNEY
Why complain when we can show these kids how old timers like us get down?

Rodney walks over to the DJ

RODNEY
Hey you disc jockey kid. Play some old school and make sure it’s smooth but funky.

The DJ begins to play a montage of music from the 1960s up to the present. Rodney and his friends move to the center of the dance floor and start off doing the twist, then the monkey, the hustle, break dancing, the Macarena, and lastly the Dougie. The teenagers applaud them, but unfortunately Virgil’s weak knees kick in and he tumbles onto Doris knocking Sonny, Rusty, and Rodney down to the floor with him.
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SONNY
Help! We’ve fallen and can’t get up! Anybody have their Life Alert bracelets on? 

DORIS
No.

RODNEY
Nope.

RUSTY
Na uh.

SONNY
Goddangit! Why can’t anyone remember to wear their Life Alert bracelets?!

VIRGIL
I think I have to pee.
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INT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH/GYM – SATURDAY MORNING
PRINCIPAL SANDERS IS CALLING OUT THE NAMES OF THE STUDENTS WHO ARE RECEIVING THEIR DIPLOMAS. RODNEY AND HIS FRIENDS ARE SITTING IN THE NEXT ROW WAITING TO COME DOWN. SCENE THEN CUTS TO THEIR FAMILY SITTING IN THE FRONT.


KARA
Oh, I can’t believe your father is graduating high school. It feels just like yesterday I was cleaning his clothes after spilling food all over him.

ANA
That was yesterday...and this morning.

SCENE CUTS TO RODNEY AND HIS FRIENDS WALKING DOWN FROM THEIR AISLE ON STAGE TO RECEIVE THEIR DIPLOMAS ACROSS THE FRONT OF THE STAGE.

DORIS
Oh dear, I’m so nervous! What if I do something stupid like trip and fall off the stage or rip my gown or...
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RODNEY
Calm your nerves, none of that is gonna happen. This is our special day so would ya just enjoy it?

DORIS
Thank you Rodney I feel so much better.

RODNEY
But if it does, stay out of my way. I don’t wanna trip over you while trying to get mine.

PRINCIPAL SANDERS
Rodney Stoop.

Rodney’s family starts cheering for Rodney as his name is called.

RODNEY
Oh that’s ME! (HAPPILY LAUGHS) THAT’S ME!
HA! HA!
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Rodney shakes Principal Sanders’ hand and takes his diploma in the other. On his way walking off stage, Rodney thumbs up to Daniel who thumbs up back to him.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. NORTH KANSAS CITY HIGH – SATURDAY AFTERNOON
Outside, the graduating class of 2012 is taking pictures with their family and friends. Rodney is doing the same with his family.

DANIEL
Ah you old yahoo you actually managed to graduate. I was sure you would have given up or your birth certificate would have expired first.

RODNEY
I told you I would graduate now I can die a happy man now that I proved you wrong.

Rodney literally shoves the diploma in Daniel’s face. He then pulls out a lighter and burns the diploma up. The family gasps in shock.
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DANIEL
Why the heck would you do that?!

RODNEY
I didn’t want the dumb diploma that badly, I just wanted to shove it in your face that I could get it after 47 years and with that, I’m out.

Rodney walks off, Daniel, looking angry leaves right behind him.

KARA
Honeybunny, where are you going?

DANIEL
My dad took me for a loop for the past few months, I’m gonna teach him a lesson...or kill him I haven’t decided yet.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT THREE
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