“STUCK ON STOOP-ID”

EPISODE 95: THE DAY AFTER THE WEATHER SUCKED

by

Tavores Q. Tye


ACT ONE
            
INT. STOOP HOME/KITCHEN - SATURDAY MORNING
The Stoop is eating breakfast while Daniel is frantically looking for his car keys.
DANIEL
Honeybunny, have you seen my car keys? I'm gonna be late for work.

KARA
Why are you going to work on a Saturday morning? I thought you had the day off?

DANIEL
The captain called for an urgent meeting this morning with all his officers; he said he had big news to tell us.
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RODNEY
Maybe he wants to call you out for stealing Little Debbie Cakes out of the snack machine.

DANIEL
I only did that once and I only got caught because my hand was stuck in there and I brought the machine into the restroom with me.

JASON
Considering your history of bad luck, it will probably mean you’re gonna get screwed over big time.

FARRAH
That isn't bad luck, that's just his life.

DANIEL 
I'm surprised your even here right now. 
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
You’re usually not able to keep your feet on the ground for this long of a period of time.

FARRAH
(SARCASTIC TONE) Well I figured since I humped most of the 7 dwarfs in that tree house shack you guys have me living in, I would take a 10 minute break.

Rodney spontaneously laughs very loudly.

RODNEY
Oh man that's a good one! You know it always turns me on to hear someone insult my son with sarcasm. 

FARRAH
(FRUSTRATED SIGH) How many times do I have to keep going through this, I'm not gonna go with you Rodney, your my father-in-law. 
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FARRAH
I've done some kinky things in my unmentionable past, but I have to draw the line somewhere and besides your old, you could have a stroke or a heart attack 30 seconds into foreplay. 

Farrah walks out of the kitchen.

RODNEY
She rejected me for the 51st time; she's getting closer to breaking down and saying "yes"!
                                         
ANA
I’m thinkin’ we should have locked him up in a nuthouse like I suggested years ago.
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MELODY
Don't listen to them dad, I'm sure if it's something bad there are least 10 other losers and morons who have done worse things than you have combined.

DANIEL
Are you being sarcastic?

MELODY
(sarcastic tone) No, I'm being encouraging. (Walks out rolling her eyes)

DANIEL
Being a smartass isn’t very attractive pumpkin. Why do you think that kid Screech ended up flat broke on his butt after his Saved by the Bell golden days were over? 

Daniel’s police scanner radio goes off.
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DANIEL
Ah, duty calls. I’ll see you all for dinner tonight. (Kisses Kara on the cheek)

JASON
(Gloating) Ha ha, dad called you a smartass!

MELODY
(gloating back) It’s better than being a dumbass.

JASON
(laughing; then looking confused) Huh? 

EXT. CHANNEL NINE NEWS STATION – SATURDAY MORNING
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DANIEL
What’s going on?

HARVEY
We got a 207A, a criminal attempted to kidnap news reporter Nick Owens for ransom.

CRIMINAL 
(HOLDING A GUN TO NICK’S HEAD): All of you cops stand back or I’m gonna blow his head wide open!

NICK
I think he’s serious, he’s got me sweating bullets. 

Suddenly Nick begins to burst into laughter.
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CRIMINAL
What are you laughing about? You think this is a joke?

NICK
You don’t get it? “Sweating Bullets”? See you got a gun pointed at my head and...ah that’s ok it would probably go over your head if I dumb it down anyway, but you’re right, this is serious. In fact, can someone get the makeup girl to fix my makeup and is that camera on? I wanna jump on doing a live report.

CRIMINAL
Are you freakin’ kidding me?
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NICK
Not at all (laughing) you might have a gun pointed to my brain, but that’s not gonna stop me from being a reporter. I have dreams of being the next Walter Cronkite and Dan Rather. Ooo, camera guy, do you have a good shot of us together. I wanna make sure this live shot is perfect. (TALKING TO THE CRIMINAL) Smile and wave to the camera!

The criminal looking confused does indeed smile and wave towards the camera.

DANIEL
Ok, this has gone far enough. Look, I know you’re a hardcore criminal and all, but you don’t really want to hurt this man. Eventhough he is a vain, egotistical jerkhole. So what do you say?
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
You wanna hand over that gun and do the right thing?

CRIMINAL 
(Pauses) No.

DANIEL
Ah, I see. Well I certainly can’t make you...

Daniel snatches the gun away while the criminal is distracted; the other officers come in quickly to arrest the criminal.  

NICK
(SHAKING DANIEL’S HAND)Thank you for saving my life.  
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NICK (CONTINUED)
As soon as I make it to the big leagues, I’ll make sure you’re one of the few little people I won’t forget about or stomp all over to get there.

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Good job Stoop, You’ve managed to prevent a terrible situation from escalating any worse.

DANIEL
Hey, it’s all in the job. As long as nobody gets hurt I’m cool.

Daniel is juggling the gun in his hand and it accidently goes off and hits the Channel Nine Action News Meteorologist in the arm.
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DANIEL
Whoops.

INT. KANSAS CITY MEMEORIAL HOSPITAL/ER – SATURDAY AFTERNOON

DR. CARVER
Well it appears you’ll be just fine, after about 6 weeks of physical therapy. You’ll be back to forecasting the gloom and doom of the stormy skies once again. (LAUGHS) If there’s any constellation, you have high blood pressure so had the bullet still not of killed you, you probably had a higher chance of dying of a heart attack eventually.

METEOROLOGIST
That doesn’t make me feel any better about the situation.
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DR. CARVER
(Laughs) Did I say it was supposed to? (CHUCKLES; WALKS OUT OF THE ROOM)

DANIEL
I am so sorry Mr. McNeil. I thought the safety was on.

METEOROLOGIST
Aw, it’s ok. You didn’t do it on purpose. (SIGHS) I guess this means Nick will have to fill in for me for the next 6 weeks.

NICK
Oh no, no, no, no, no, no. Those maps and charts scare me. I miss the days of our ancestors where you just throw a random magnet weather icon on the map and hope you don’t get screwed.
(CONTINUED)
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NICK (CONTINUED)
Besides, men forecasting weather on the news is more for the unattractive crowd...like you. I’m too gorgeous for that, it would make the female weather ladies at competing stations jealous of me when their ratings hit the toilet.

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Wait, call me crazy, but I just got a great idea. Why not let Daniel fill in for you?

DANIEL
You’re crazy.

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Nonsense, you would be a perfect candidate as a temporary replacement.

(CONTINUED)
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CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON (CONTINUED)
Plus I own the station so no one can object to the idea.

DANIEL
Well in that case, I guess I could give it a shot.

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Great! You can start tomorrow. (WALKS OUT)

DR. CARVER
(LOOKING SERIOUS) Mr. Martinez, I’m afraid I have some bad news, I just looked at some of your test and I’m afraid you’re in the latter stages of dementia.


Draft – 9/1/11 - Page 16.

METEOROLOGIST
(GASPS) Oh my God...Wait, my last name is not Martinez.

DR. CARVER
(CHUCKLES) Oh sorry, wrong chart. That’s the patient in the next room. You’re in the latter stages of Tuberculosis.

The meteorologist gasps in shock.

DR. CARVER
(LAUGHS) Oh my goodness, I’ve done it again. This chart is for the patient in the adjacent room from here.

The meteorologist breathes a sigh of relief. Dr. Carver walks back out and yells something out to a nurse down the hall.
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DR. CARVER
Nurse, prep Mr. McNeil for his Colonoscopy.

The meteorologist gasps again shock. 

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. STOOP HOME/LIVING ROOM – SATURDAY EVENING
Daniel busts through the door to the family dining room.
DANIEL
(Out of breath) Honeybunny, kids, I got….good news! 

DEAN
You’re not gonna get a tummy tuck are you? I know some celebs look pretty good getting that, but your just gonna pay for it in the future if you gain the weight back in the gut.

DANIEL
No, You guys are looking at the next new weatherman for Channel Nine Hot Action news!
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The family stays quiet with cricket sounds heard in the background.

JASON
I have to fart, REALLY LOUDLY.

DANIEL
Um Congratulations! ......any day now.

MELODY
That’s…. something.

ANA
Yeah, that’s …. That’s good. (Fake grin on her face)
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DANIEL
What do you think Kara; you’re usually optimistic about these things.

KARA
That’s……nice. (Fake grin on her face)

DANIEL
You’re lying, just like Ana’s lying. Why aren’t you guys happy?

MELODY
Well, working as a weatherman isn’t exactly…… well it’s…..

JASON
IT’S LAME dad, end of story.
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RODNEY
Ah, my boy the weatherman, riding the warm front to TV stardom. They don’t pay you chump change for this job do they? 

DANIEL
I only have an estimate right now, but once Chandler McNeil returns and they decide to keep me long term, I could be making close to a six figure salary.

Rodney falls backwards on the dining room table knocking the plates on the floor

RODNEY
Whoa! I think this might be the first time you might have zeros behind a number higher than 1 since Clinton was in office. 
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RODNEY
I might finally be able to get those new gold dentures I always wanted. You know like the ones those rap stars wear.

DEAN
It’s called a grill granddad.

RODNEY
Whatever as long as I can blind people when I smile. 

INT. CHANNEL NINE HOT ACTION NEWS STUDIOS – MONDAY EVENING
Daniel is fidgeting with his microphone and his tie out of nervousness, anticipating his first night as a local weatherman.

KATOMI
Daniel, are you ready for your debut?
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DANIEL
I’m not sure, I think I’m getting’ butterflies about this.

KATOMI
It’s easy, all you have to do is look at the monitor and teleprompter, point at some stuff on the maps and tell viewers if it will rain or not. Nothing to it.

DANIEL
Yeah...sure...

NICK
Ah Daniel good luck. (WHISPERS IN DANIEL’S EAR)Remember, don’t upstage me, McNeil knew his place and better know yours too.
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Nick pats Daniel on the back while walking away in a fake friendly chuckle.

CAMERAGUY
Ok, were live in 5, 4, 3, 2, 

The camera guy signals Nick, Katomi, and Daniel that they’re live on air.

NICK
It was a rather cool afternoon today, is there a chance for rain soon Daniel?

DANIEL
Why yes there is Nick. Right now it’s...

Daniel drops and breaks his remote.
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DANIEL 
(NERVOUSLY LAUGHS) Right now it’s in...

Daniel trips over a cord and falls backwards into the Chroma green screen knocking it down.

KATOMI
Are you alright Daniel?

DANIEL
Yeah, but I can’t say the same for the South. An asteroid must have struck, there’s a gaping hole down there.

Katomi, Nick, and other crew members laugh.
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DANIEL
You know what? Screw the forecast. It doesn’t matter; if I get it right you’ll either hate me or love me, but if I get it wrong...well it’ll be the same, but with some hate mail and death threats. So I say to those folks, I’m still gettin’ paid either way, what are you gonna do? Sue Me?

Katomi, Nick, and other crew members laugh again.

DANIEL
On a serious not, I was told before I came on the air by a group of nerds who look at these models that a tropical storm named Maria could be on the horizon. 

(CONTINUED)
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DANIEL (CONTINUED)
For Texas sake and out of good nature, how about we all take our fans, place them on top of our roofs and face them in the direction of Texas so Ol’ Maria can blow their way. They deserve it don’t ya think after all the wildfires and severe droughts and whatnot.

Nick, Katomi, and the crew members applaud Daniel; Daniel takes a bow.
CUT TO:

MONTAGE – Daniel’s Career As A Weatherman
Monday – Daniel is wearing a yellow poncho with a yellow hat to illustrate the threat for heavy rain and flooding. The camera man takes a bucket of water and throws it on Daniel.
Tuesday – Daniel is doing the “wave” to illustrate the threat of high surf and rip currents for the east coast.
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Wednesday – Daniel turns on a giant fan to illustrate how windy it will be, but he has the fan up so high that it knocks him right off his feet.
Thursday – Daniel comes on air wearing swimming trunks, shades, flip flops, and carrying a beach towel and sunscreen illustrating how hot it will be.
Friday – A spinning newspaper reads, “Unknown Local Man Becomes Mr. Sunshine, Brightening Viewers and Station Ratings”

END MONTAGE

INT. CHANNEL NINE NEWS STATION - FRIDAY

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Ah, Daniel you’re a hit! Viewers are crazy about you and your wacky weather reports. 
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DANIEL
I thought I would hate this job, but it’s actually not half bad. Mainly because I’m not doing anything except making a fool out of myself.

CAPTAIN
That’s what the people want! They like to see you having fun telling them about the weather. I think it’s time you moved up to something bigger.

DANIEL
You’re giving me a promotion already?

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
If that’s how you want to think of it, but you won’t be working here.
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DANIEL
I won’t? Then where am I going to be working then? 

CUT TO:

INT. THE WEATHER CHANNEL HD STUDIO - MONDAY
KARA
I can’t believe it! I’m in the actual place where I have swooned and melted over Mike Bettes and Jim Cantore. Those two can send a cold front through me anytime! (Giggles)

DANIEL
Um whatever happened to our plan about you waiting in the car?
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MR. BEAMINGTON
Daniel, I‘m glad you’re here.

DANIEL
This is amazing, weird, but amazing. How many strings did you have to pull to get me here?

MR. BEAMINGTON
Well my brother is CEO of NBC and sadly I wasn't able to buy the network from him as long as he was breathing air, the network was in his hands. I hate him so much. Luckily the old bastard died, I placed in my bid for 6 billion and earned management of The Weather Channel.

DANIEL
I don’t get it? Why would you pay so much for this company?
Draft – 9/1/11 - Page 32.

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Besides being Captain of KC’s police department, I’m also super rich and because I did it out of spite. Eat dirt bro! (LAUGHS; SUDDENLY STOPS LEADING TO AWKWARDNESS) Daniel, I want you to meet your 3 new co-anchors, Crystal Egger, Chris Warren, and of course the legendary Jim Cantore.

All three of them shake Daniel’s hand.
CRYSTAL EGGER
Hi, nice to meet you.

CHRIS WARREN
Same here.

JIM CANTORE
We look forward to working with you.
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KARA
OH MY GOD!!! IT’S YOU! YOU’RE JIM CANTORE!!!! (WAVING HER HAND AS IF SHE’S FEELING HOT)

JIM
Hello there, you must be Daniel’s wife Kara.

KARA
He knows my name! (PASSES OUT)

JIM
Is she gonna be alright?

DANIEL
Oh yeah, she does that every time she sees a very attractive man.
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JIM
Well don’t worry; I won’t try to put the moves on your wife.

DANIEL
You better not because then I would have to kill you.

THEY BOTH START TO LAUGH.

DANIEL
I’M SERIOUS. I will gut you like a fresh plumped chicken on live television if you even bat your eyes at her the wrong way.

DISSOLVE TO:

WEATHERCENTER LIVE TEASER
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CRYSTAL EGGER
(NARRATING) Tonight, Texas is bracing for more raging wildfires due to the dry air and exceptional drought plaguing the lone star state, the Midwest prepares for a taste of early autumn. Meanwhile the Southeast and Northeast can’t seem to get a break from the relentless flooding rains of Tropical Storm Lee and Hurricane Irene. Also in the tropics we have Hurricane Katia, our newly formed Tropical Depression Fourteen and two other areas of interest. All this and more coming up on Weather Center Live.

THE WEATHER CENTER LIVE INTRO PLAYS; AFTER THAT SCENE SHOWS DANIEL AND CHRIS WRESTLING.

CRYSTAL EGGER
(HITTING THEM BOTH WITH A ROLLED UP PIECE OF PAPER) Stop it! Were on the air! 
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CRYSTAL EGGER (CONTINUED)
Welcome everyone to Weather Center Live; I’m Crystal Egger alongside my partner Chris Warren and this...”new guy” in the middle of us.

DANIEL
She meant Daniel Stoop. The most important person on this show and this network (SMIRKS)

CRYSTAL EGGER
Alright... let’s get this show started. Chris it appears that parts of the Northeast could be seeing their first taste of fall for the  weekend.
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CHRIS WARREN
That’s right Crystal, the same storm system that’s producing flooding rains from Lee and a potent cold front in…..

DANIEL
Whoa, whoa, whoa! Stop, Pause, and rewind.

CHRIS WARREN
Daniel what are you doing?

DANIEL
I was supposed to go first tonight, I won the coin toss!

CHRIS WARREN
I was just jerking you around about that, I wasn’t being serious.
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DANIEL
Too bad I was! Now give me the remote!

CHRIS WARREN
No! You’re just making a fool out of yourself!

The two begin fighting over the remote and once again begin to wrestle on the stage. Crystal is beating them both with a rolled up piece of paper.

CRYSTAL EGGER
Nowhere in the contract did they say I would have to put up with this nonsense.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. MEETING ROOM – THE NEXT DAY
Carl Parker is heard and seen briefing meteorologists on tropical weather.

CARL PARKER
Ok everyone, as you all know the tropics are very busy this week...

Daniel becoming bored, begins throwing paper planes at Chris to entertain himself. Chris looks annoyed.

CHRIS WARREN
Ok, I’ve had enough of this. You have got to be the most rude, inconsiderate person I have ever worked with in this business. 
(CONTINUED)
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CHRIS WARREN (CONTINUED)
If I didn’t have any respect for this job and myself I would give your butt such a pounding.

DANIEL
Yeah, that’s what she said.

Jim Cantore and Paul Goodloe begin snickering behind Daniel

CHRIS WARREN
That is not funny Paul and Jim, he’s unloading on us.

PAUL GOODLOE
That’s what Stephanie said.
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DANIEL
Ooo! Good burn buddy! (HIGH FIVES PAUL)

CHRIS WARREN
(FRUSTRATINGLY SIGHS) I can’t take this.

JIM CANTORE
That’s what she said?

DANIEL
That is indeed what she said my good friend. (HIGH FIVES JIM)

INT. DANIEL’S DRESSING ROOM - LATER
Daniel is in his dressing room when Maria LaRosa walks in.
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DANIEL
Maria? What are you doing in here? 

MARIA LAROSA
I know this might sound weird and all, but I’m here because I can’t deny my feelings anymore. I think I may be falling in love with you Daniel.

DANIEL
Heh, you want weird, you should see that Youtube video of Al Roker on The Wiggles. Now THAT’S weird. That deep singing voice on a kids show is just asking to be placed on the Sexual Predators list...Wait, what did you... 

Maria presses her finger against Daniel’s lips.
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MARIA LAROSA
You don’t have to say a thing. I know it’s wrong to feel this way when you have a wife and 4 kids, but I can’t help it especially when I see you bat those sparkly ocean blue eyes in front of the 3D green screen.

DANIEL 
(LOOKING FRIGHTENED) Uh huh….Um Maria I think it’s great that you feel this way about me. In fact, I was actually thinking of dumping Kara once I got back home for you because you see I have those same feelings for you too, but the problem is that I don’t think my wife will take being dumped for you very well.

MARIA LAROSA
I can convince her to take a hurricane training course and when she least expects it BAM! 
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MARIA LAROSA (CONTINUED)
Out the plane she goes with no parachute! You know they named a storm after me, it would be the perfect place to put our plan into action. Noone would suspect a thing!

DANIEL 
(LOOKING MORE FRIGHTENED AND DISTURBED) Well...well I think that’s just the best idea to get rid of her. Heck let’s forget that, I can just push her down a flight of stairs and drop an anchor on her head and you can take the body and throw it out in the middle of the Atlantic since you have better “connections” than I do. 

MARIA LAROSA
Yeah, that could work!
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DANIEL
Oh yeah! (Thinking to himself) My God, being single has made this woman nuttier than a bag of Pistachios. (TALKING TO MARIA)But we still have another problem: Heather.

MARIA LAROSA
Heather? What does she have to do with this?

DANIEL
Nothing, but she’s jealous of what we could have together since she also wants to destroy my marriage to Kara to be with me.

MARIA LAROSA
(ALARMING TONE IN HER VOICE) Oh she does do she?
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DANIEL
Oh yes, in fact she said you probably only got this job because you got desperate and slept with the boss.

MARIA LAROSA
(GASPS) She has some nerve!

DANIEL
She sure does, you know what you should do? You should tell her off.

MARIA LAROSA
I sure should.

DANIEL
Let her know that I’m YOUR MAN!
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MARIA LAROSA
Yeah! YOU’RE MY MAN!

DANIEL
Now get out there and let her know that!

MARIA LAROSA
I will! (She storms out of Daniel’s dressing room)

DANIEL
(MUMBLES) Crap! 

He goes running right after Maria to stop her.

MARIA LAROSA
I got a bone to pick with you Heather.
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HEATHER TESCH
About what?

MARIA LAROSA
About you trying to steal my man Daniel from me, I saw him first HE’S MINE and if you’re unhappy with your man then TOUGH COOKIES!

HEATHER TESCH
Pardon me? 

MARIA LAROSA
Pardon this Grandma!

Maria slaps Heather; Employees gasp
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ERIC FISHER
Oh boy! If Maria wins this I got $160 from the pool into my pocket!

DANIEL
You guys are betting on this?

TODD SANTOS
Uhh...umm...uhhhhhhhhh...Yep.

DANIEL
Is it too late for me to vote on Heather?

Soon enough Heather and Maria are involved in a catfight.
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CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
Alright everyone break it up. I have some news to tell you all. Due to some hang-ups in my 6 billion dollar deal to buy this network away from NBC, mainly over some stupid taxes from 19 odd years ago. (MUMBLES) Damn liberals always poking their noses in places they don’t belong. I unfortunately have to return management back over to NBC.

DANIEL
What does this mean for me?

CAPTAIN BEAMINGTON
You’re fired.

DANIEL
WHAT?!!
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CHRIS WARREN
HA! In your face!

JIM CANTORE
Sorry to hear you have to go Daniel, but let me leave you with a little bit of advice. I saw you making fun of me being called the Stormtracker during lunch today. Noone and I mean NOONE makes fun of the Stormtracker.

DANIEL
Ooo! I’m shakin’ in my underwear! Get a life you weather obsessed nerds.

JIM CANTORE
Alright fine, but understand this. (DARK, MENACING TONE) The next time there’s a storm on the horizon, I’ll make darn sure you don’t know about it.
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DANIEL
(LAUGHS) Ok, whatever.

Daniel is leaving the studios when outside a storm approaches and he’s struck by lightning. He begins to collapse to the ground.

DR. FORBES
Oh dear, should we help him?

JIM CANTORE
Maybe, I’d like to see him squirm for a little while longer. It amuses me.

DR FORBES
That poor goofball, if he paid any attention to my TORCON, he would know there was going to be severe weather every day until Tuesdee.
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FADE OUT:
END OF ACT THREE

THE END
